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Phil Jaeger will present a PowerPoint 

program that focuses on historical 

highlights of each of New Jersey’s 21 

counties. Sites and events include 

deserted  villages, a castle, the country’s 

oldest  seaside hotel, canals, railroads, 

America’s first coast-to-coast highway 

and “the trial of the century.”

Thank You!

The Historical Society’s annual Pumpkin and Apple 

Sale is one way that funds are raised to help continue 

the work of the Society.  The sale is a large undertaking 

and would not happen without the support of the 

community and the help from the many volunteers who 

worked at the sale.  

Special thanks to the members of the Cedar Grove 

Education Association for volunteering on October 5 

and 6.  Teachers and parents have been supporting the 

Society for over twenty years by giving up part of their 

weekends to help at the sale. 

A big thank you goes to the Cedar Grove Department of 

Public Works who supplied trucks and manpower to 

pick up the pumpkins and apples. 

Thanks also to Chris Werndly, Ren Chandler, Jean 

Jaeger, Rose Marie Partington, Janet Spong, Tom 

Dispenzere, Eileen Bogdanowicz, Cindy Newkirk, 

Barbara Ann Ellert, John Sabbak, Merrily La Scala, 

Sandy Grillo, Janine Freil, Cheryl Woomer, Pat Fornoff, 

Peter Nilan, Sam Nilan, Kristin Oehm and Sam 

Riceman for giving up their time to volunteer at the sale. 

Thanks go to Cristina Havens who had an art display in 

the barn, and to her students who helped to paint 

pumpkins.

The Farm Stand crew, led by John Ostering, included 

Joe Lynch, Brennen McCarthy, AJ and Marissa 

Ballanger, Mark Scarpa and Janine Lodetti.  Thanks to 

you for your help at our fundraiser and for your work 

all summer!

And last but certainly not least a very special thanks 

goes to Julie Ostering, who coordinated the sale and 

kept things running smoothly.  Julie, we could not have 

done this without you!!
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Society Activities

Even though Mother Nature was not as cooperative 

as we would have liked her to be, our volunteers 

were!  It is through their efforts that this year’s sale 

was a big success.  From teachers to parents, society 

members to community members, everyone pitched 

in to help.  Our tried and true features were 

combined with some new features to guarantee our 

visitors a good time.

Rose Marie Partington and John Sabbak 
are ready for customers.

Pumpkins, both large a small.  birdhouses  
and books, local honey, homemade jam,  
and baked goods from La Patisserie all 

waiting to be bought.

Pumpkin and Apple Sale

Time to have a picture taken at one of our cutouts or on the big tractor.

The winner of the 
pumpkin weight 

guessing contest was 
Isaac Rubin from 
Cedar Grove.  He 
guessed the exact 

weight of 
100 lbs. 15 oz,

Julie Ostering conducts 
a tour of the barn.  Julie 
and Ren Chandler also 
conducted tours of the 

museum.

John Ostering prepares 
the Farm Stand, which 

was open each Saturday  
morning during the 

Pumpkin and Apple Sale.

The Farm Stand will be 
open each Saturday until  

the end of October.

Photo compliments of Julie 
Ostering



If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our web site at 

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

Cedar Grove: Then-and-Now
Overbrook  

The Administration Building at Overbrook was completed 
in July 1909. It contained offices for the  medical 
superintendent and assistant physicians.  The  building also 
had a reception room, a medical  library and a barber shop 
in the basement.  The  main kitchen was at the southern 
end of the  building and there  were  two dining halls, one at 
the  northern  end of the building and another at the 
southern end, that were used for some of the employees.

The medical superintendent’s residence was located on the 
west side  of Fairview Avenue near the southern boundary 
of the  Overbrook property.  Dr. Guy Payne  served as 
superintendent from 1910 to 1947.  His successor, Dr. 
Samuel  W. Hamilton,  had an elevator installed in the 
residence  for his wife, who was an invalid.  The building 
was recently demolished.

When Overbrook was completed it was a city within  itself.   
There were  fifty-three buildings  and a staff of 820  people 
to cater to the  needs of what was thought of as a large 
family.  It had its own fire and police department, 
generated its own electricity and heat, manufactured ice, 
had an incinerator disposal plant and a very noted dairy 
herd and piggery.   We  will take a closer look at some of 
the  buildings and their uses in the next few issues of the 
Newsletter.

  The Superintendent’s Residence

Nurses’ Residence

Overbrook was one  of the first institutions in the country 
to educate nurses and attendants in the  treatment and 
care of psychiatric patients.  The graduate nursing school 
was affiliated with Orange  Memorial Hospital. The first 
floor of nurses’ home had a living room, parlors, a 
reception  room and a library.  The home  was connected 
to the  administration building by a tunnel  under Fairview 
Avenue.

The Amusement Hall

The Amusement Hall was opposite  the Administration 
Building on Fairview Avenue.  The building, which later 
was called the Recreation Hall and then the Guy Payne 
Auditorium, had a stage for dramatic performances and 
a movable pulpit for religious services.  In 1917 a teacher 
was appointed to hold classes in the Recreation Hall to 
teach reading, arithmetic and geography. Free movies 
were offered on  Wednesday evenings which were 
attended by many Cedar Grove residents.  During World 
War I it was used for drill  practice by those men serving 
in the “Home  Guards,” which was part of the Cedar 
Grove Defense Council.  During World War II Cedar 
Grove Air Raid Wardens met at the hall.  Many 
community activities  also took place at the  Recreation 
Hall.  Civic Club flower shows, Cedar Grove School 
concerts and PTA plays were  among some of these 
activities.  The building was razed c.1970.

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org


 
!"#$%&'%()"&*+,-(%+.$/&0(.+"-1

234564257898

:::;."#$%<%()"=+,-(%+.$/,(.+"-1;(%<

!$>?+"/#@A(%<$>&*(B,"&5&*(C"&(D&-="&A(%<$>&AB,"BC

EF">&G$.=&H"#>",#$1&D%(C&9I596&$;C;&(%&J1&%","%)$-+(>;

!$//&234564257898&(%&"C$+/&K"$>K$"<"%L(F-(>/+>";>"-&-(&

$%%$><"&$&-(B%&D(%&1(B%&<%(BF;

'">"%$/&A""-+><,&$%"&&="/#&(>&-="&D(B%-=&H"#>",#$1&(D&"$.=&

C(>-=&"M."F-&D(%&N()"CJ"%O&P"."CJ"%O&Q$>B$%1O&QB>"O&QB/1&$>#&

RB<B,-;&&S="&C""-+><,&$%"&="/#&$-&-="&!"#$%&'%()"&T+J%$%1&(>&

U(CF-(>&R)">B"&$>#&J"<+>&$-&3V4I&F;C;

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&ED?+."%,&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&S%B,-"",&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
U%",+#">-V&&&&&&&&&&&&!=%+,&H"%>#/1&&&&&&&&&W+//&P1"&&&&&&&&&&&QB/+"&E,-"%+><&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

X+."&U%",+#">-V&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&G#&*B,>+&&&&&&&&S(C&P+,F">Y"%"&&&&&

0".%"-$%1V&&&&&&&&&&&&&Q"$>&Q$"<"%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&U=+/&Q$"<"%&&&&Q$>"-&0F(><

S%"$,B%"%V&&&&&&&&&&&Z">&!=$>#/"%&&&&&&&&&&&A"%%+/1&T$&0.$/$&&&&&&

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&Z(,"&A$%+"&U$%-+><-(>

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

N":,/"--"%&"#+-(%O&Q"$>&Q$"<"%O&.$>&J"&%"$.="#&$-&

K"$>K$"<"%L(F-(>/+>";>"-&

!(CC">-,&$>#&,-(%1&,B<<",-+(>,&<%$-"DB//1&$.."F-"#;&&&&&!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Upcoming Events 
       

October 19: Farm Stand 9 a.m.-1p.m.   

       Museum open 2-4 p.m.

October 23:  General Meeting: 7:30 p.m.

 Historical Highlights of 

New Jersey’s Counties  

                     Election of Officers

October 26: Farm Stand  9 a.m.-1 p.m.

November 16:  Museum open 2-4 p.m.

December 7: Essex County Holiday               

House Tour  2-4 p.m.

December 8:  Holiday Open House 

2-4 p.m.

January 18: Museum open 2-4 p.m.

February 15:  Museum Open 2-4 p.m.

February 26:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

March 15:  Museum open 2-4 p.m.

March 26:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

April 19:  Museum open 2-4 p.m.

April 24:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

May:17:  Museum open 2-4 p.m.

May 22:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m. This 

meeting will be held at the Morgan 

Museum.

Welcome Our New Members

Janine Lodetti

Helen Fallon

     Did You Know? Historical Society Seeking Volunteers

Do you have computer skills?  The historical 

society is seeking volunteers who can help with 

accessioning our collection into the computer.

Do you like to work in the garden?  We are 

looking for volunteers to help with our new 

organic garden or the flower gardens.

Do you like to meet people?  We are looking for 

volunteers to help us staff the museum during 

our new extended hours.

If you are interested in volunteering for the 

Cedar Grove Historical Society, please contact us 

at 973-239-5414 or email 

jeanjaeger@optonline.net

Did you know that on October 6, 1949, “Tokyo 

Rose” (Iva Toguri d’Aquino) was sentenced in 

San Francisco to ten years imprisonment and  

fined $10,000 for treason.  She had broadcast 

music and Japanese propaganda, including a 

story the Meadowbrook in Cedar Grove had 

burned down, to American troops in the Pacific 

during World War II.  She was pardoned by 

President Gerald Ford in 1977.
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