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November/December 2014
If a meeting is cancelled, there will be a recorded message at 973-239-5414.
Book Signing
Join us at the Morgan Museum on
Saturday, December 6, when Philip
. ' Read will be signing copies of his new
Holiday Open House book, Memories from the Meadowbrook.
December 7, 2014 The Meadowbrook is an important part
of Cedar Grove’s history, but was also
2-4 p.m. known worldwide. The book tells the
history through the years from the Big
Canfield-Morgan House Band Era, to Dinner Theater and then
908 Pompton Avenue to Rock and Roll through the eyes of
those who were there.
Cedar Grove, NJ
Books will be on sale for $20 at the
The Cedar Grove High School Music museum. A signed copy of the book
Department will entertain us with music of would make a wonderful holiday gift.
the season. v MEMORIES FRON
Come join us for an afternoon of holiday /,y Ay
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jeanjaeger@optonline.net to let us know if
you will be able to join us and if you will be

bringing a holiday treat to share.

Refreshments should be finger foods, such as Essex County Historical
cookies, brown.ies, cheese and crack?rs, Holiday House Tour
vegetables and dip or any other small items
you wish to bring. The Morgan Museum will be a part of
the Essex County Holiday House Tour
We hope to see you there! again this year. The tour will be on
b, .. Saturday, December 6, and Sunday,
500600000 December 7. For more information go to
the Essex County web site at
www.essex-countynj.org
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Society Activities

Membership Renewal Time
January is membership renewal time. OQOur
Membership Chair, Eileen Bogdanowicz has
all the information you need to remnew your
membership ready to be mailed to you on
January 1. Your membership is important to
the Society. Your dues help to support our
mission to preserve the history of Cedar Grove
and keep up with the maintenance of the
Morgan Museum. Benefits of membership
include eight Newsletters and six informative
programs each year. Dues have remained the
same for many years and will do so for the
foreseeable future, but we are making one cost
saving change. Each time you have renewed
your membership, you have received a second
letter that included a membership card and
thanked you for renewing your membership.
We are doing away with this second mailing in
order to save the cost of postage. Everything
else remains the same. If you fail to renew you
membership by the end of April, your name
will be removed from the roster and you will
no longer receive the Newsletter or other
Society benefits.

We are grateful to all of our members for
supporting us over the years. There are
opportunities for you to volunteer at the
Museum and/or at any of our fundraisers. We
would love to see more of you attend our
General Meetings where programs of
historical interest are presented.

When you get your renewal letter, send it back
with your dues and ask a friend to join.

The Board of Directors of the
Cedar Grove Historical Society
wishes all of our members and
friends a healthy and happy

holiday season!

Holiday Gift Suggestions

The Cedar Grove Historical Society has several
items for sale that would make wonderful holiday
gifts and also help to support the Morgan Museum.
If you would like to purchase any of these items, call
Julie Ostering at 973-857-1968.

Books
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Cedar Grove Memories from the

by Philip Jaeger Meadowbrook
$20 by Philip Read
$20

Handmade Birdhouses

Our birdhouses are all
handmade by one of our
members and come in a
variety of designs
including Panther Pride
and Yankee logos.
$20

Organic Raw Local Honey
Give the gift of health.  Honey has many
benefits for living a healthy live style.

Honey can be purchased year round. The cost
of honey depends on the size of the jar.




Cedar Grove: Then and Now
Entertainment

The Meadowbrook
Dinner Theater

By the mid-1950s Elvis Presley and other singers and
bands had changed the music tastes of young
Americans. So after a quarter of a century
providing big band entertainment to the American
public, Frank Dailey sold the Meadowbrook. It
remained closed for several years until 1959 when
the Meadowbrook reopened its doors as a dinner
theater. Broadway hits starring Hollywood stars,
T.V. personalities and nightclub comedians were
featured at the restaurant. Dancing was still
available after each show.

The Meadowbrook advertised itself as the “World’s
First Music Theater Restaurant. Full length musical
hits, excellent cuisine and dancing are presented at
this well-known landmark.” Men and women arrive
in their finest attire, with the men in suits and
tuxedos and the women in evening gowns to enjoy an
evening of good food, good entertainment and a
night of dancing.
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The inside of the Meadowbrook during its
Dinner-Theater Era. The dining tables can be seen
around the stage that is in the middle of the room.

Many well-known personalities, such as Van
Johnson, Guy Lombardo, Ann Southern, Dorothy
Collins, Orson Bean, Ray Milland, June Lockhart,
Liberace and many more, including burlesque star,
Sherry Britton, performed at the Meadowbrook.
Danny Thomas and his wife came to the
Meadowbrook in 1959 to see a show and to have
dinner.

Because of labor problems and the economy, the
Meadowbrook closed in 1974 after fifty years of
entertaining the public. The last play shown there
was “Harvey” starring Pat Paulson. A few
attempts were made after 1974 to bring dinner
theater back to the Meadowbrook, but sadly it
never came to be.
THEATRE / RESTAURANT

Meazowsruk
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After The Dinner Theater

In August, 1981, after having been empty for
several years, the Meadowbrook was again opened.
Palm trees and a bar had been added to the
interior to help turn the Meadowbrook into a
disco. It was only open on Friday and Saturday
nights and drew youngsters from all over New
Jersey. Rock stars such as Patti Smith, The
Romantics, Cyndi Lauper and Billy Idol gave
concerts. But by the late 1980s the Meadowbrook’s
days as an entertainment center were coming to an
end. The rowdiness and fights in the parking lot
put an end to the Rock and Roll era at the
Meadowbrook. For sentimental reasons, the last
song played at the closing in 1987 was fittingly
Glen Miller’s “In the Mood.”

In 1994, St. Kiril and Metodji Macedonian
Orthodox Church purchased the Meadowbrook
and its ten acres for $475,000 and spent more than
two million dollars renovating and improving the
building. In doing so they kept the bandstand,
balcony and floor plan of the old Meadowbrook
intact. The building is the social hall for the
church, but has also been used for fundraisers and
for Cedar Grove’s 100th anniversary celebration.




Upcoming Events

Did You Know?

December 6-7: Essex County Historic House Tour
2-4 p.m.

December 6: Book Signing 2-4 p.m. Philip Read
will be available to sign copies of his book

Memories from the Meadowbrook.
December 7: Annual Holiday Open House 2-4 p.m.

February 25: General Meeting 7:30 p.m.
“ History of Annin Flags” presented by

Joe Vallone

March 25: General Meeting 7:30 p.m.
“What George Washington Had in His Pocket”
presented by Ray Williams

April 22: General Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Lincoln and/or The Civil War
presented by Kent Winterrowd

May 27: General Meeting 7:30 p.m. in the barn at
Morgan’s Farm “Cedar Grove: Traces of

Our Past” presented by Jean Jaeger

Do you know what was going on in Cedar Grove
in 1938? Below is a list of articles that were
printed in the local newspaper that year.

1. Work began on collecting money for a Town
movie projector.
2. The tax rate for 1938-39 was $2.90.
3. The Fortnightly Club celebrated its 35th
birthday.
4. Houses were built on Young Avenue by Joe
Young.
. The Civic Club was seven years old.
. The Rescue Squad was formed.
. The movie projector was purchased.
. Love Lane became Bowden Road.
. The building of a new school was rejected in a
vote of 326 against and 76 for.
10. An addition to the school was passed in a
vote of 167 for and 131 against.
11.Firemen’s salaries were raised from $20 to
$30 a year.
12. The Boy Rangers were organized.
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Welcome Our New Members
John Davis
Peter and Marie Falzo

Pat and Cindy Mullen

If you would like to view this newsletter in
color just go to our website at
www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

The website is now linked to the Farm Stand
Facebook page.
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Cedar Grove Historical Society
973-239-5414
www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org

Canfield/Morgan House - Home of the Morgan Museum
Open Each Wednesday from 10-12 a.m., the third Saturday of
the month from 2-4 p.m. or by reservation.

Call 973-239-5414 or email jeanjaeger@optonline.net to

arrange a tour for your group.

General Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of]
September, October, February, March, April and May. The
meetings are held at the Cedar Grove Library on Pompton
Avenue unless otherwise noted and begin at 7:30 p.m.

Trustees
Eileen Bogdanowicz
Tom Dispenzere

Officers
President: Chris Werndly
Vice President: Julie Ostering

Secretary: Jean Jaeger Merrily La Scala,
Treasurer: Ren Chandler Cindie Newkirk
Rose Marie Partington
Janet Spong

Newsletter editor, Jean Jaeger, can be reached at

jeanjaeger@optonline.net

Comments and story suggestions gratefully accepted.
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