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If a meeting is cancelled, there will be a recorded message at 973-239-5414.
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Holiday Open House
December 8, 2013
2-4 p.m.

Canfield-Morgan House
908 Pompton Avenue
Cedar Grove, NJ

The Cedar Grove High School Music
Department will entertain us with
music of the season.

Come and join us for an afternoon of
holiday music, fun and refreshments.

Call 973-746-7453 or email
jeanjaeger@optonline.net to let us
know if you will be able to join us and if
you will bring a holiday treat to share.

Refreshments should be finger foods
such as cookies, brownies, cheese and
crackers, vegetables and dip or any
other small items you wish to bring.

We hope to see you there!

Happy 100th Birthday to the Crossword Puzzle

The first crossword puzzle was created by Cedar
Grove’s own Arthur Wynne. Wynne was the chief
writer for the New York World. Each week, as part of his
duties, Wynne created a page of puzzles for the Fun
section of the Sunday edition. For the December 21,
1913 edition of the paper, Wynne constructed a puzzle
with a grid pattern with numbered squares and
corresponding numbered clues. Wynne called his puzzle
a word-cross, but because of a typesetting error the
name was inadvertently changed to crossword, a name
that has lasted for 100 years. Wynne, who lived on
Upper Cedar Street at the time, asked the New York
World to patent the puzzle, but they never did.
Consequently the only reward that Wynne received for
inventing a puzzle that has become a passion for
millions over the years, was bragging rights. Thank you
Arthur Wynne for bringing such joy to so many people!

In Memoriam
Richard P. Healy

Richard Healy passed away on October 14, 2013.
Dick and Marion Healy were long-time members of
the Historical Society, both having served on the
Board of Trustees. Dick also served many years as
the treasurer for the Society. The Board of Directors
sends its condolences to Marion and her children,
Jill, Garret, Gail and Kenneth. We will always
fondly remember Dick’s contributions to the
Society.



mailto:jeanjaeger@optonline.net
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
mailto:jeanjaeger@optonline.net

Society Activities

Repairs to the Morgan Museum

The Canfield/Morgan farmhouse was built c. 1845
with part of the building possibly dating before
that. The Cedar Grove Historical Society has been
very active in keeping the house in good condition.
Several leaks inside the building made it necessary
for some major repair work to be done. The older
portion of the house has a wooden roof, while the
newer portion has a slate roof. Repairs were made
during this past year to the slate roof, but it was
determined that the wooden roof needed to be
replaced. The leaking from that roof also caused
some damage to the porch and steps in the front of
the house. The back steps also needed some

repairs. The Society was able to obtain a grant from
the Historic Trust to pay for half of the repairs,
with the Society funding the other half. All of the
repair work has been completed.

Workers from Abbot and O’Reilly Construction
Company work on completing the replacement of the
wood roof on the older part of the Morgan Museum.

Election of Officers

At the October General Meeting the following
officers and trustees were elected:
Officers: Two-year term
Vice President Julie Ostering
Secretary Ren Chandler
Trustees: Three-year Term
Elaine Bogdanowicz
Merrily La Scala
Cindy Newkirk

Gift From Annin Flagmakers

Annin Flagmakers was located in Verona since 1917.
Although they still have plants in other locations in
the United States, Annin closed the doors to its
Verona plant earlier this year. Joe Vallone, manager
of the Verona plant for many years, was able to
obtain a memento from the old plant and presented it
to the Historical Society at our General Meeting in
October. The framed picture of the plant displaying a
large American Flag that was hung outside the
building after the 9/11 attacks will be displayed at the
farm along with some of the flags that Mr. Vallone
has donated to the Society through the years. Itis an
honor to have this picture as part of our collection.

Joe Vallone presents a framed picture of Annin
Flagmakers in Verona to the Cedar Grove Historical
Society at the October meeting at the Cedar Grove
Public Library.

4 Paintings On Loan )

While the Cedar Grove Library was undergoing
some recent renovations they found that they did
not have room for some of the paintings of local
scenes from Cedar Grove’s past. Peter Havel, the
library’s director, contacted the Society to see if
they would be interested in housing the paintings.
Of course they said yes. The paintings are now at
the Morgan Museum and will be hung in
appropriate places throughout the Museum. If at
any time the Society can no longer display the
paintings, they will be returned to the library. We
look forward to putting these wonderful reminders

of Cedar Grove’s past on display. )




Cedar Grove: Then-and-Now
Overbrook Farming

In the early 1900s land that abutted Grove Avenue was
used to grow food for Overbrook in Cedar Grove and the
county’s other facility in Newark. The crops were the
responsibility of the Overbrook farmer, who lived in a
wood frame house on Grove Avenue. By 1919 the wood
frame house had become dilapidated and in October of
that year construction of a new “farmer’s cottage” was
begun. By the time the building was completed it was
learned that the cost to the taxpayers’ would be $50,000, a
great deal of money at that time.

In this photo taken towards the end of construction of the new
“farmer’s cottage,” the older home can be seen on the left, with
the newer one on the right.

The cost of building the cottage caused quite a controversy
at the time. One candidate running for Congress in the
election of 1920 said that if he had known of the cottage he
would have run for the position of “Overbrook Farmer”
instead. In June of that year the Newark Evening News ran
the political cartoon seen below.

“NO WONDER THE DOGS BARK AT ME"

“Essex County trails along under no ‘piker government’
when it comes to handing out the money. . . . Doesn’t
a $50,000 ‘cottage’ for a hospital Farmer and his fine big
family represent the last word in kind consideration for
a hard working County employee?”—Newark Evening
News, June 30, 1920.

As part of their therapy the patients worked on the farm,
which provided much of the food for the hospital. Besides
crops, the farm was also home to a herd of dairy cattle. At
that time it was believed that a diet high in milk and
butterfat was beneficial for the patients’ health. In 1922 it
was decided that the land that was used to grow crops
would instead be used as pasture land. In 1923 the farmer
was replaced by a dairyman and the herd of cattle was
increased with the purchase of 100 head of registered
Holstein dairy cattle. Over the years this herd provided
the hospital’s patients with a total of almost 18,000,000
quarts of milk. For over twenty years this herd maintained
the world’s record for the butterfat content of its supply.
The offspring of the herd were sold to almost every state in
the Union, plus Canada, Puerto Rico and other Central
and South American countries. Sales of the offspring
averaged $25,000 a year, more than the original cost of the
the herd.

FAMOUS HOLSTEIN DAIRY HERD, OVERBROOK HOSPITAL, CEDAR GROVE
The barn. seen behind the cows in the picture above was
located where the Essex County Public Works facility is
today. The barn was used by Essex County up until a few
years ago. The top of the silo could be seen from
Bradford Avenue before it was recently demolished.
Eighty cows could be milked at a time in the barn.
Prisoners from the nearby prison assisted in the milking

process.
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If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our web site at
www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.
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Did You Know?

The following directions, printed as originally
written, are for cooking your holiday turkey. They
were first printed in a November 1937 issue of The
Observer.

Set your oven at 350 degrees. After rinsing bird dry it
thoroughly inside and out, rub with salt inside and out
and use a little butter on the skin. Stuff it and place it
BREAST DOWN in the pan without a cover, and
leave the oven closed ONE HOUR. Then open and
baste and do likewise EVERY THIRTY MINUTES.
No oftener! No peeking between times! Ovens vary of’
course, hence it is difficult to specify the exact time
for cooking but it should approximate from 15 to 20
minutes to the pound as shown on the tag. About 30
minutes before serving turn it on its back so the
breast will brown.

Remember! No cover! If a portion of his majesty
browns too much cover with a piece of paper. Your
bird will be roasted and will lose but 8%, whereas the
old steaming method loses 15%.

The Board of Directors of the
Cedar Grove Historical Society
wishes all of our members and

friends a healthy and happy
holiday season!

Courtesy of Pompton Avenue White Egg Farm
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Upcoming Events

November 16: Museum open 2-4 p.m.
December 4: Decorate the Morgan Museum
for the holidays 2-4 p.m.
December 7: Essex County Holiday
House Tour 2-4 p.m.
December 8: Holiday Open House
2-4 p.m.
January 18: Museum open 2-4 p.m.
February 15: Museum Open 2-4 p.m.
February 26: General Meeting 7:30 p.m.
March 15: Museum open 2-4 p.m.

May:17: Museum open 2-4 p.m.
May 22: General Meeting 7:30 p.m. This
meeting will be held at the Morgan

\_ Museum. )
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Welcome Our New Member

Henry Stoeckert

-

Cedar Grove Historical Society
973-239-5414

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org

Canfield/Morgan House - Home of the Morgan Museum
Open Each Wednesday from 10-12 a.m. or by reservation.

Call 973-239-5414 or email jeanjaeger@optonline.net to

arrange a tour for your group.

Pompton Avenue and begin at 7:30 p.m.

March 26: General Meeting 7:30 p.m. Officers Trustees
. . President: Chris Werndly Bill Dye Julie Ostering
Apl’ll 19: Museum open 2-4 p.m. Vice President: Ed Husni Tom Dispenzere
Apl‘ll 24: General Meeting 7:30 p.m. Secretary: Jean Jaeger Phil Jaeger Janet Spong
Treasurer: Ren Chandler Merrily La Scala

Rose Marie Partington

Newsletter editor, Jean Jaeger, can be reached at

jeanjaeger@optonline.net

Comments and story suggestions gratefully accepted.
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General Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of each
month except for November, December, January, June, July and
August. The meetings are held at the Cedar Grove Library on
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