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General Meeting

Wednesday

September 25, 2013

Cedar Grove Public Library

7:30 p.m.

History and Mysteries of 

Montclair Heights

Join Helen Fallon as she presents a 

PowerPoint program about the history 

and mysteries of Montclair Heights, 

the northwestern section of Montclair.  

The program is a result of a mult-year 

research project motivated by 

curiosity to discover the history of her 

neighborhood.

Annual Pumpkin Apple Sale

October 5 - 13

Weekdays 1-5 p.m.

Weekends 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Get your Pumpkins and Apples and 

help support the Cedar Grove 

Historical Society.  Baked goods, jam 

and honey will also be available.

The Farm Stand will be open on each 

Saturday of the sale so you can also 

purchase vegetables grown on 

Morgan’s Farm.

Volunteers Needed

Volunteers are needed to help at the 

Pumpkin and Apple Sale.  If you have some 

time to help out during the week or 

w e e k e n d s , p l e a s e e m a i l J u l i e a t 

2JVO@comcast.net or call the museum at 

973-239-5414.

If a meeting is cancelled, there will be a recorded message at 973-239-5414.

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org


        

Society Activities

Farm Stand and Flower Gardens

This  summer the Historical Society started a 

Farm Stand at Morgan’s Farm.  Organic 

vegetables grown on Morgan’s Farm were sold 

each Saturday morning from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m., 

although many Saturdays the stand was sold out 

long before 1 p.m.  The popularity of this 

endeavor seemed to grow each week, with many 

return customers, word of mouth endorsements 

and newspaper articles and support.  Tours  of the 

museum were given, thanks to Ren Chandler, and 

many new members of the Society were gained.

This  project would not have been possible without 

the efforts of many volunteers.  First and 

foremost, many thanks go to John Ostering, 

without whom the Farm Stand would never have 

existed.  It was his brainchild.  John donated 

many hours, much energy and his own money to 

create the beds and plant the seeds.  He began last 

fall preparing the beds and then through the 

kindness and generosity of Ted Cox, who gave 

John the use of some greenhouse space at the 

Cedar Grove Garden Center, he was able to start 

the seedlings and then transplant them when the 

weather became warm enough.  

John had many volunteers to help him with the 

project.  Many thanks go to Brennan McCarthy, 

Joe Lynch, A.J. Ballinger, Mike Scarpa, Charlie 

Edmonds, Charlie Heyer, Peter Nilan, Joan Nilan 

and Julie Ostering.

If you have not been to Morgan’s Farm recently, it 

is  worth the trip just to see the beautiful flower 

gardens around the house.  The garden has not 

only delighted our visitors, but has brought a 

whole array of butterflies to delight us.

This  garden would not have been possible without 

the work of volunteers.  Many thanks go to Linda 

and Bill Dye who began the work of redoing the 

gardens and have worked tirelessly to improve 

them.  Thanks also go to John Ostering for 

providing many new plants  and helping with the 

upkeep.  Other volunteers who deserve thanks are

Chris Werndly, Joe Lynch and Tom Dispenzere.  

Without all of their help the gardens would not 

be what they are today.

Both the flower garden and the vegetable garden 

are ongoing projects and the Society will 

continue to need volunteers  to help with their 

upkeep.  If you think you can help, please email 

2JVO@comcast.net or call 973-239-5414.

Historic Trust Grant

Peter Nilan, Society Vice President was 

instrumental in obtaining an $8,860 grant from 

the New Jersey Historic Trust.  The grant, a 

matching grant, will be used to pay for half of 

the cost of replacing the wooden roof on the 

older portion of the Museum and to repair the 

Museum porch.  The Morgan house is in need of 

many repairs and this money will go a long way 

to help us to continue with the upkeep of the 

house and barns.  Repairs were done to the 

barn this summer and work has begun on the 

repairs to the porch.  Your continued support 

will help the society keep the Morgan Museum 

in good condition and  better serve our visitors.

Cedar Grove Education Foundation Gift

Many thanks go to the Cedar Grove Education 

Foundation for its generous gift of $1,100.  We 

are sorry to hear that the Foundation has been 

dissolved, but are very grateful that they 

decided to share half of their remaining funds 

with the Cedar Grove Historical Society to help 

us with our mission to preserve and disseminate  

the history of  Cedar Grove.

Donna Thompson of 
the Cedar Grove 
E d u c a t i o n 
Foundation presents a 
check to President 
Chris Werndly.  Also 
pictured, from left to 
right are Rosanna 
I m b r i a n o , o f  t h e 
CGEF, His tor ica l 
Society Treasurer, 
Ren Chandler  and 
S e c r e t a r y J e a n 
Jaeger.

mailto:2JVO@comcast.net
mailto:2JVO@comcast.net


If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our web site at 

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

Cedar Grove: Then-and-Now
Overbrook  
The Beginning

In 1872, the Essex County Board of Chosen 

Freeholders resolved to build a hospital for 

mentally ill county residents.  The first hospital 

was built on rented property on Camden Street in 

Newark.  Because the hospital was built on rented 

land there was no room for expansion, so in 1878 a 

larger facility was built on South Orange Avenue 

in Newark.  In 1892, Dr. Livingston S. Hinckley 

recommended that a rural site be found that 

would allow for expansion and space for outdoor 

activities for the patients.

In 1896 the Essex County Board of Freeholders 

selected 325 acres of farmland, in what was then 

Verona Township, for the future site of the Essex 

County Asylum for the Insane.  Eventually the 

property would consist of approximately 640 

acres.  The land was chosen for the potential 

therapeutic benefits received by patients from 

working in a farm-like atmosphere.  By 1894 the 

name of the institution had been changed to the 

Essex County Hospital for the Insane. In 1913,  

the name was again changed to the Essex County 

Hospital at Overbrook  because it was just beyond 

the brook, actually the Peckman River.  The last 

name change came in 1970 to the Essex County  

Hospital Center which remains in effect today. 

This  is a view of the  property from Grove Avenue with the 
Grosch family in front of the sign.  What is now Ozone 
Avenue was Grosch Avenue in the early 1900s.

By 1909 much of the new complex had been 

completed.  The complex included: the Nurses’ 

Home; the Administration Building; five Hill 

Buildings which contained patient wards; The 

Star Building, named for its  shape; and the 

Pathology Building.

This  1908 panoramic view of Overbrook was taken by 
William Cone, a prominent Newark photographer.

The Star Building was a two story iron and brick 

building with day rooms on the first floor and 

dormitories on the second floor housing 400 

patients.  The building was demolished in 1979.

The Star Building is  shown above  and one of the 
day rooms is shown below.

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
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Upcoming Events 

                  Morgan Farm Stand  
Open every Saturday morning through 

October 12 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. All produce 

has been organically grown on Morgan's 

Farm.

September 21: Museum open 2-4  p.m.

September 25: General Meeting:

                                  7:30 p.m.

       Histories and Mysteries of 

        Montclair Heights

October 5-13:  Pumpkin and Apple Sale

October 21: Museum open 2-4 p.m.

October 23:  General Meeting: 7:30 p.m.

 Historical Highlights of 

New Jersey’s Counties  

November 16:  Museum open 2-4 p.m.

December 8:  Holiday Open House 

2-4 p.m.

Welcome Our New Members

Karen Lee

Charley & Priya Edmonds

Joe Lynch

Michael Scarpa

Madelka & Nunez Oslecki

Sandy & Bill DeFilippo

A.J.  & Marissa Ballinger

Virginia Ziegler

     Did You Know? Historical Society Seeking Volunteers

Do you have computer skills?  The historical 

society is seeking volunteers who can help with 

accessioning our collection into the computer.

Do you like to work in the garden?  We are 

looking for volunteers to help with our new 

organic garden or the flower gardens.

Do you like to meet people?  We are looking for 

volunteers to help us staff the museum during 

our new extended hours.

If you are interested in volunteering for the 

Cedar Grove Historical Society, please contact us 

at 973-239-5414 or email 

jeanjaeger@optonline.net

Did you know that at one time there were 

windmills in Cedar Grove. Prior to 1926, it 

was necessary for every home to have a well 

as their source of water.  In order to have 

running water in the house one needed to 

use a pump operated either by electricity or 

by wind, so many homes had windmills on 

their property for that purpose.  Eventually 

water was bought from the city of Newark.  

A pump house in the back of the Municipal 

Building along with a standpipe on the crest 

of First Mountain (in today’s Mills 

Reservation) supplied water to the town’s 

residents.
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