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Holiday Open House

 
 December 9, 2012

2-4 p.m.

Canfield-Morgan House

908 Pompton Avenue

Cedar Grove, NJ

The Cedar Grove High School Music 

Department will entertain us with 

music of the season.

Come and join us for an afternoon of 

holiday music, fun and refreshments.

Call 973-746-7453 or email 

jeanjaeger@optonline.net  to let us 

know if you will be able to join us and if 

you will bring a holiday treat to share.

Refreshments should be finger foods 

such as cookies, brownies, cheese and 

crackers, vegetables and dip or any 

other small items you wish to bring.

We hope to see you there!

The Board of Directors

of the Cedar Grove 

Historical Society 

wish everyone a

 very happy Thanksgiving 

and blessed 

Holiday Season.

Essex County Historical Holiday House Tour

Essex County will be holding its Historical 

Holiday House tour on December 8-9 this year.

The Morgan Farm and Museum will be one of 

the stops on the tour on both Saturday and 

Sunday from 2-4 p.m.  The tour on Sunday will 

coincide with the Historical Society’s annual 

Holiday Open House.

The Historical Society would like to offer small 

refreshments on Saturday.  If you are able to 

bake cookies or small treats for us to offer to 

our guests please contact Jean Jaeger at 

jeanjaeger@optonline.net or 973-746-7453.
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        Saint David’s Episcopal Church

In the early 1900s, many Cedar Grove Episcopalians 

walked to St. Agnes Church in Little Falls in order to 

attend services. They later rented a truck, but that trip 

was very unpleasant since the truck was used to transport 

fish during the week.  

In 1914, the parishioners who resided in Cedar Grove 

organized St. David’s Society, named for the patron saint 

of Wales.   They  purchased two lots on Pompton Avenue, 

one for a church and one for investment. The 

groundbreaking for the church was held on May 1, 1915.  

The church was designed by Arthur Wynne, a Cedar 

Grove resident and the inventor of the crossword puzzle. 

The church was built on the east side of Pompton 

Avenue between Love Lane (now Bowden Road) and 

the railroad.   Except for excavation and carpentry the 

building was built by fourteen members of the Society 

working on Saturday afternoons and evenings. The 

wives of the workers served coffee and sandwiches to 

them from a tent that was set up on the grounds of the 

church.

Robert McKay, the first vicar of the church, was also in 

charge of St. Agnes church in Little Falls.

The cornerstone of St. David’s Episcopal Church was 

laid on Thanksgiving Day, November 25, 1915, at nine 

in the morning.  In those days, Thanksgiving was often 

the day on which such events took place. The first 

service was held on Easter Sunday April 23, 1916.

The Cedar Grove Masonic Lodge 275 was organized in 

1928.  At that time they met on the second floor of 589 

Pompton Avenue, the home of Major Hardware today.  In 

1936, as a result of declining membership, St. David’s 

Church was sold to Cedar Grove Lodge 275.  The church 

was then remodeled by the Lodge.

The building is shown as it appeared after the Masons 

purchased and remodeled it.

In the late 1970s the structure was demolished except for 

its rear wall, and a modern glass building was constructed.  

The building now houses offices, including that of a travel 

agency.

Embedded in the rear wall of the building, the original 

cornerstone of St. David’s Church still exists.



Society Activities

!012(34-5!6)#-78

9#2#3:#&!;<=!!688#>!"(?-7@!A(B4$%@!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!C1#-!A(?8#!+(?&
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!D<E!1F3F

9#2#3:#&!=*!!!!"'AG!A(B4$%@!C1#-!A(?8#
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!D<E!1F3F

H#:&?%&@!DI*!!!'#-#&%B!J##74-5!!I*KL!1F3F
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!M%8,4-57(-!!"(33#3(&%7#$!(-
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"(4-8!%-$!J#7%B8

J%&2,!DI*!!!!!!!!'#-#&%B!J##74-5!!I*KL!1F3F
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!N&(5&%3!+OP

P1&4B!DE*!!!!!!!!!!!'#-#&%B!J##74-5!!I*KL!1F3F!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!N&(5&%3!!+OP

J%@!DD*!!!!!!!!!!!!'#-#&%B!J##74-5!!I*KL!1F3F
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!N&(5&%3!+OP!!!!!

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our web site at 

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

Keeping the Museum in Good Repair

The Historical Society  is responsible for the upkeep of the Canfield/Morgan House and has also worked to make 

sure that the barn is in good condition.  Both buildings are old and from time to time need repairs.  The House and 

Barn Committee has been diligently checking both buildings in order to make sure any repairs are done in a timely 

fashion.  Trustee Peter Nilan has given much of his time not only checking on the buildings, but also solving many 

of the problems that arise. For example, an opening was discovered above a window in the front of the house letting 

cold air into the building.  Peter was able to close up the opening without taking the window out.  Among other 

things, Peter also checks periodically on the boiler and has redirected a downspout in order to eliminate water getting 

into the basement. 

Rotting is a problem in older buildings. There is  some rotting  on the front porch, on the small porch and on the 

house proper.  It was discovered that missing slates on the roof were causing leaks that created the rot.  Peter Nilan is 

in the process of getting estimates from three roofers in the hopes that the repairs can be done before winter sets in.  

After the roof is fixed  the rotting issue can be addressed.

One of the shutters blew off the house and was in need of repair.  Many thanks go to Tom Grabas who repaired the 

shutter which will be painted and returned to the house.

The Society owes a very  large thanks to Trustee Peter Nilan who prepared the house before Hurricane Sandy paid us 

a visit and then checked on the house when the storm was over.  He was happy  to report that there was no damage  to 

the building during the storm.

It takes the cooperation  many to keep the Morgan Museum a safe and fun place for our visitors.  All of this is done 

by volunteers and with the funds raised through our membership and fundraising efforts.   The citizens of Cedar 

Grove are most fortunate to have this treasure to preserve the history of the Township.  The Board of Directors of the 

Historical Society are thankful for those who have been a part of our endeavors and encourage everyone in Cedar 

Grove to visit the Museum and learn more about the heritage of our beloved town.

Newly Elected Officers and Trustees

President:          Chris Werndly  

                           Two-year term

Vice President:  Peter Nilan  

                            One-year unexpired term

Secretary:          Jean Jaeger

                            Two-year term

Trustees:            Tom Jenkins

                            Rose Marie Partington

                            Janet Spong

                           Three-year terms
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              Volunteer Opportunities

  
  Each year many of the artifacts that are 

stored at the museum must be checked to 

determine their condition.  All fabric objects 

must be checked for damage and then 

refolded.  At the present time Janet Spong and 

Julie Ostering are working on this project.  If 

you think you can be of some help, please 

contact Julie at  973-857-1968 or at 

2JVO@comcast.net.

Welcome to Our Newest Member

Tracy Bertone

Did You Know?
Pompton Avenue (Route 23) at one time was called the Newark-Pompton Turnpike.  The term “turnpike” 

originates from the original use of roads with this name.  The “pike” was the bar suspended across the road at 

places where tolls were collected.  A “turn” of the pike allowed the toll payer to continue on his way.  The 

Newark-Pompton Turnpike, the northern branch of what was originally  the Newark-Bloomfield Turnpike, was 

primarily  used for commercial purposes with heavy wagons containing rye, oats and wheat being drawn by  horse 

or oxen.  The tolls collected went to maintaing the road and paying interest to stockholders.  The chief and 

eventually sole stockholder was Israel Crane.  The Essex County portion of the Pompton Branch was purchased 

by the county in the early 1890s for the sum of $22,000 and the name officially  changed to Pompton Avenue.  In 

1919, the state took over Pompton Avenue, Route 8 at the time, and it became a state road instead of a county 

road.  In 1927 Pompton Avenue was changed from Route 8 to Route 23.

This circa 1905 photograph looking north on Pompton Avenue was 

taken from the railroad bridge. 
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