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The Canfield-Morgan Farm

presented by

Jean Jaeger

Cedar Grove is very fortunate to have a 

treasure such as the Morgan Farm.  The 

property was left to the Township by 

Courtenay Morgan in 1985.  Since that 

time a park has been developed and the 

farmhouse has been turned into a 

museum.  Come find out about the two 

families that inhabited the house, which 

was built in 1845, and what led up to the 

land and house being left to the 

Township.

A tour of the museum will be available 

after the program and refreshments will 

be served.

Farm Stand 

Opening Day

Saturday May 31

9 a.m - 1 p.m.

Fresh organic produce grown on 

the Morgan Farm and picked the 

day you purchase it will be on sale 

at the Morgan Farm each Saturday 

from May 31 to November 1.

Vegetables Available During 2014

Arugula          Kale               Radishes

Beets                Leeks            Scallions

Beans               Lettuce        Squash

Carrots            Melons        Swiss Chard

Corn                  Onions         Tomatoes

Cucumbers  Peppers      Watermelon

Eggplant       Potatoes     Zucchini

Locally grown unprocessed  honey, 

birdhouses, and the book Cedar 

Grove, by local historian, Phil 

Jaeger, will also be available.

Come and purchase the 

freshest local produce in 

town!

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org


        

Society Activities

Around the Farm

In 1845 when Benjamin Canfield built the 

farmhouse that is now the home of the  Morgan 

museum, most barns in the area were stained a 

reddish brown color.  In an effort to return 

Morgan’s  farm to its  past, this  June the barn 

on the property will be stained red.  A new 

garage door will be installed and needed 

repairs will be made to the barn doors  and to 

other parts of the barn before it is stained. 

Look for a photo of the finished barn in the 

next Newsletter.

D

April General Meeting

Local Colonial craftsman, Keith Honaman 

presented a program entitled Early American 

Furniture.  Mr. Honaman shared miniature 

samples  he built of  furniture and tools to 

explain how they were made during Colonial 

times.  He passed around examples so the 

audience members  could get a better look at the 

craftsmanship.  At the end of the presentation, 

Mr. Honaman graciously answered the many 

questions posed to him by those present.  It was 

a very interesting and informative evening.

To watch the organic garden  grow, go to our web site  at 
cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org and cl ick on 
Photographs for more  garden pictures.

Trustee Rose Marie Partington puts the finishing 
touches on the sales tables.

The Historical Society held its first Plant Sale 

on Saturday, May 3, and Sunday May 4.  

John and Julie Ostering did much of the pre-

sale planning, working with George Cuellar 

of Coqui Designs  in Cedar Grove.  Mr. 

Cuellar, who sponsored the sale, was a great 

part of its success. He helped us  acquire the 

plants and gave his expert advice on how to 

display and sell the plants.  His participation 

was invaluable.  Cedar Grove honey from 

Michael Frey’s hives was sold as were 

birdhouses handmade by John Ostering.  

Despite the cool and very windy days the sale 

was a big success.

This  1910 photo shows the  barn as it looked  at 
the time the  Morgans purchased the property.

Volunteers  continue to plant the organic 

garden. In the last few weeks, potatoes, garlic, 

kale, tomatoes, lettuce and other crops have 

been started.   The Society is  ever so grateful 

for the many members who are giving their 

time and energy to make the garden and the 

Farm Stand a success.

Getting the 
ground 
ready to 

transplant 
the tomatoes

Plant Sale

Organic Garden



Cedar Grove: Then-and-Now

Businesses

Taylor’s Dairy Farm

In the mid-1700s the Vreeland family owned 

property that was bounded on the south by 

Cedar Street, on the north roughly by 

today’s Sherman Avenue, extended almost to 

Eastwood Place south of Taylor’s Brook and 

to Bowden Road north of the brook. 

Ownership of the property was transferred 

to George and Mary Taylor though 

marriage.   

Taylor’s Farm in a 1932 photograph

The dairy farm that existed on the property 

was originally known as Taylor’s Brookside 

Farm, later to be shortened to Taylor’s 

Farm.  Much of the land was pasture land 

for the cows.  There were also cow barns, 

two silos  and milk houses.  Crops, 

particularly corn for fodder, were raised in 

the area in back of the barn. There was also 

a carriage  house between the barn and the 

house. George Taylor’s sons, Earle and 

Robert, eventually took over the running of 

the farm.

The Taylor’s built a dairy bar on the farm in 

1915.  The bar was remodeled in 1939 and 

again in 1960.  The milk  bar sold milk  and 

ice cream.  

The western portion of Rugby Road that 

abutted the Taylor property was developed 

between the 1920s and the 1940s.  By the 

end of the 1940s Taylor had moved all of 

his cows to Chester.  He then began to sell 

off some of his land.  The land behind the 

farmhouse  was sold to the Cedar Grove 

Board of Education.  Memorial School, 

now Cedar Grove High School was built in 

the 1950s.  The school was an elementary 

school at that time.  Today the field house 

of the high school is located where the 

barn once was.  The Taylor’s continued to 

run the milk bar until 1965 when it was 

sold to John Gum.  Gum operated a 

luncheonette until 1986 when the building 

was demolished and homes were built on 

the property. 

The milk store turned luncheonette
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Upcoming Events 

 

May 28:  General Meeting 

                      7:30 p.m. 

   The Canfield-Morgan Farm

Presented by Jean Jaeger  

at the Morgan Barn

May 31-November 1:  

           Organic Farm Stand     

          Saturdays  9 a.m.-1 p.m.

The museum will be open for 

tours during Farm Stand 

hours.

If you would like to view this newsletter 

in color just go to our web site at 

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

Our web site is now linked to the 

Farm Stand Facebook page.

The Amato Family

 The Baldwin Family

David Ben-Israel

Rebecca Earl

Mark Hirsch

Anthony Maffetone

Emily Petermann

Dan Quiles

 Did You Know? Welcome to Our New Members

Memorial Day, once known as Decoration 

Day, originated after the American Civil 

War to honor the Union and Confederate 

soldiers who died in the war. Just after 

World War I the definition of Memorial 

Day was expanded to honor all Americans 

who died while in military service.

Each year Cedar Grove celebrates 

Memorial Day with a service and parade, 

keeping up with traditions set many years 

ago.  For example, in 1929 the ceremonies 

began with a parade followed by a service 

at Pompton Avenue School (LRP today) 

honoring those who had died in past wars.  

At noon, following the parade and service, 

there was a ceremony to lay the 

cornerstone for the newly completed 

municipal building.  Gustav Meier, 

chairman of the township committee 

delivered the remarks and Samuel 

Boardman  awarded the prize for the best 

float in the parade.  The prize--a ton of 

coal!

mailto:jeanjaeger@optonline.net
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
mailto:jeanjaeger@optonline.net
mailto:jeanjaeger@optonline.net
mailto:jeanjaeger@optonline.net

