
General Meeting

Wednesday

April 23, 2012

Cedar Grove Public Library

7:30 p.m.

Dining with History

Presented by Phil and Jean Jaeger

The program focuses  on n ineteen 

restaurants, mostly in New Jersey but 

several in neighboring states that began life 

as  long ago as the 1700s.  In every case the  

building itself was a part of our heritage 

whether it originally was a stagecoach stop, 

railroad station, school, castle, private 

residence or other historic structure.  The 

program includes not only the origins of 

many of New Jersey’s notable dining 

establishments but also views of the 

r e s t a u r a n t a s  i t a p p e a r s t o d a y.  

Additionally, nearby attractions of interest 

are also highlighted.

   !edar Grove His"rical Socie#       
!an$eld-Morgan House - Home of %e Morgan Museu&

908 Pomp"n Avenue  P.O. Box 461  Cedar Grove, New Jerse'
973-239-5414 - www.cedargrovehis"ricalsocie#.or(

   )here %e Past is Presen*

If a meeting is cancelled there will be a recorded message at 973-239-5414.

May 2012

Upcoming Events

June 16:     Field Trip: The Hermitage in

                   Ho-Ho-Kus  followed by lunch at the    

        Ho-Ho-Kus Inn and !"#$%&
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If you have not already done so, please support the 

Cedar Grove Historical Society and the Morgan 

Museum by sending in your tax deductible

contribution.

June Field Trip

June 16, 2012

Join us for a visit to The Hermitage in Ho-Ho-Kus 

followed by lunch at the historic Ho-Ho-Kus Inn and 

Tavern.  The field trip is limited to twenty 

individuals.

We will meet at the Morgan Farm parking lot at 

9:30 a.m. and then carpool to The Hermitage.

Admission to The Hermitage is $7.00 for adults and 

$5.00 for senior citizens.  The cost for lunch will be 

paid by each individual attending. 

The Hermitage, a Gothic Revival house, is  a 

mid-1800s enlargement and remodeling of a stone 

house built in the 1700s. In those years Alexander 

Hamilton, Lafayette and James Monroe  visited there 

while Washington bivouacked there in 1781. In 1782 

Aaron Burr was married at The Hermitage in a 

double wedding.

Reservations are necessary.  Please call 973-746-7453 

or email jeanjaeger@optonline.net 

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
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Franklin C. Courter: Cedar Grove Artist

Franklin C. Courter was born on July 20,1854 in the Cedar 
Grove section of what  was then  Caldwell Township.  He was 
the second son of Henry and Alice Courter.  Alice  was the 
daughter of John Bowden, owner of the Bowden cotton Mill. 
The first  fourteen years of Franklin’s life were spent in Cedar 
Grove, but in 1868, four years after  his mother’s death, he 
moved to Michigan with his father and  four brothers.  
Franklin’s drawing of the small wooden school he attended 
while living in Cedar Grove hangs in the Cedar Grove Public 

It  was while Mr. Courter was living in Battle Creek that  he 
painted perhaps his most  well known painting, “Lincoln 
showing Sojourner Truth the Bible Presented Him by the 
Colored People of Baltimore”.  Sojourner Truth, who lived in 
Battle Creek, was a former slave who traveled and lectured 
against slavery, for temperance and for women’s suffrage.   
Francis Titus, a friend of Sojourner Truth and the wife of 
Quaker miller Richard Titus, commissioned Courter to paint 
this mammoth work of art  which eventually gained him great 
recognition. The painting was exhibited in the Michigan 
building at  the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair Columbian 
Exposition.  Later it hung in the lobby of the Battle Creek 
Sanitarium, where it was destroyed by fire in 1902. However, 
the image was preserved by Frank Perry, a local photographer. 

Franklin Courter returned to Cedar Grove in the late 1800s.  
His home and studio were at 165 Little Falls Road.  He not 
only painted many portraits of Lincoln, but was also was an 
accomplished landscaper painter.  Some of his paintings of 
early Cedar Grove are on display at  the Cedar Grove Public 
Library along with a large portrait of Abraham Lincoln.  
Another smaller portrait  of President Lincoln painted by Mr. 
Courter is on display in the Cedar Grove Room at  the Morgan 
Museum.

Lincoln Showing Sojourner 
Truth the Bible Presented by 

the Colored People of 
Baltimore

Drawing by 
Franklin Courter 
of the school he 

attended in Cedar 
Grove

This portrait of Lincoln 
reading is  one of Franklin 
Courter’s best images of 

Lincoln.

This painting of the Smith 
Farm on East Lindsley Road 
was painted by Mr. Courter 

in 1889 and hangs behind the 
circulation desk at the 

Cedar Grove Public Library.

Franklin C. Courter resided at  his Little Falls Road address 
until his death on Christmas Day in 1947 at the age of 94.

While living in Michigan Mr. Courter attended Albion 
College.  Later he moved to Battle Creek and joined the 
faculty of his alma mater where he taught drawing and 
painting, eventually becoming head of the department.  Early 
in his life Franklin became known for portraits he painted 
from photographs of Abraham Lincoln taken by Mathew  
Brady and other photographers.  One of his most  popular 
images of Lincoln was painted from a photograph of the 
president reading to his son.  The close-up of Lincoln 
wearing spectacles is said to be one of Courter’s finest.



Society Activities

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our web site at 

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

  Did You Know?

Society Newsletter Wins Award

The Cedar Grove Historical Society’s Newsletter has been 
awarded first place in the Kevin Hale Publication Award 
Competition.  The New Jersey League of Historical Societies 
sponsors the competition and will present the award at  their 
meeting in Edison on June 9.  Phil and Jean Jaeger, editor of 
the newsletter, will represent the Historical Society at  the 
meeting and accept the award on behalf of the Society.

What is Happening at the Museum

The Board of Directors and our faithful volunteers 
continue to work diligently to improve the museum.  As 
reported last  year the ceiling in the dining room had been 
damaged by leakage from the large snowfalls in the winter 
of 2010-11.  Trustee Peter Nilan and his son Sam have 
spackled and repainted the ceiling so that  it  looks like new 
as can be seen in the before and after pictures below.

Before After

Deer resistant plants have been placed in the garden with the 
able assistance of John Ostering allowing for many of the 
fences around the gardens to be removed.  Many of the plants 
were purchased with the kind gift from Sean Romeo who 
donated the money left  from his Eagle Scout project  to the 
Society to be used to enhance the land around the museum.  
John Ostering also donated some of the plants.

A new display of Frederic Remington drawings that  are 
part of the Morgan collection have been framed by 
Barbara Young and put  on display in one of cases in the 
downstairs center hall of the museum.

Ted Cox, owner of the Cedar Grove Garden Center continues 
to be a great help to the society.  He helped plant the dogwood 
tree that was purchased and donated and planted a boxwood in 
the front  of the museum.  Our many thanks to Ted for his 
continuous support of the Historical Society.

The work of the society is done totally by volunteers.  The 
Board of Directors is truly grateful to all who volunteer their 
time, services and money to further the goal of preserving 
Cedar Grove’s history for generations to come.

Cedar Grove’s first newspaper, The Observer, was 
published from 1937 until 1948. It was started by six 
Cedar Grove students who at that  time attended 
Bloomfield High School.  Natalie Jacobus served as 
editor of the paper which was printed in the print  shop at 
the rear of Natalie’s home at  52 Cedar Street. The shop 
was run by Natalie’s father, Roy Jacobus.  The 
newspaper, which was printed on heavy stock and 
published every Thursday, cost three cents.  It was 
distributed to most of Cedar Grove’s 500 homes and 
during World War II additional copies were sent  gratis to 
those townspeople serving in the armed forces.   As the 
students became adults and went on to other careers the 
paper became a bi-weekly, then a monthly publication 
and finally ceased publication in 1948.

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
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          Meet Our Members

The Cedar Grove Historical Society has the 

following items for sale  All proceeds go to 

help the work of the society. 

1. Cedar Grove by Cedar Grove Historical 

Society Trustee Philip Jaeger for $20.  

There is a limited supply available.

2. Panther birdhouses for $20.

Please email Julie at 2JVO@comcast.net or 

call 973-857-1968. 

Items for Sale

Merrily La Scala serves as a Trustee on the Board of Directors.  She serves on the Finance Committee,  
Fund-Raising Committee and  By Laws Committee.  Merrily helped plan this year’s Holiday Open 
House and works closely with the other Board members to make sure the business of the Society is 
properly attended to.

Before her retirement, Merrily taught mathematics at Cedar Grove High School. She was elected to 
Who’s Who Amongst  American Teachers, and in 1988 received the Governor’s Teacher Recognition 
Award. She also received the Tandy Outstanding Teacher Award  and was the nominee from Cedar 

Grove High School for Princeton University’s distinguished teaching award. In 1985, Merrily was invited to become a 
member of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, an organization for Key Women Educators, and has been  an 
active member ever since. Merrily earned a BS from Fairleigh Dickinson University and an MA from Montclair State.  
She  is fondly remembered by many of her former students who often comment that she was their favorite teacher!

Born and raised in Passaic, NJ, Merrily later moved to Cedar Grove with her husband, Faust La Scala.  They live in 
Faust’s boyhood home which they purchased from Faust’s mother.  Faust  and Merrily have one daughter, Larissa, and  
are the proud grandparents of two grandchildren, Sofia and Canyon.

Welcome to our Newest Members

We have gained several new members since last summer.  We extend a warm welcome 

and look forward to greeting them at our General Membership Meetings.

       

                  Dean Kovatis                                The Tobey Family                 

                  Felicia Valorani                            Barbara Hadaway                                           

                  Sandy Grillo                                 Richard and Karin Walter

                  Janet Hein                                    Erica Klinkowize

                  Joan and Peter Nilan
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