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In Memoriam

Christian Gordon Werndly

1928-2015

The Cedar Grove Historical Society has 

lost one of its most beloved members.  

Chris Werndly passed away on February 

17, 2015.  He was a long time member of 

the society and served as president, vice 

president, trustee and newsletter editor.  

Chris grew up in Cedar Grove and his 

memories of the changes in the township 

through the years were invaluable to the 

Society.

Chris joined the Cedar Grove Police 

Department after returning from serving 

in the U. S Army during World War II.  He 

served as Chief from 1985 to 1988.  He was 

an active member of not only the Historical 

Society, but also the Rescue Squad and the 

Ambulance Corps.  

The Historical Society is saddened by the 

loss of our dear friend.  We will miss you 

Chris, but we will not forget you.  Thank 

you for all you did for us.

Help Support the Museum 

Honey, birdhouses, and the books Memories 

from the Meadowbrook and Cedar Grove are 

available at the Morgan Museum.  All profits 

go to help support the work of the Cedar 

Grove Historical Society.

Call or email Julie Ostering at 973-857-1968 

or 2JVO@comcast.net to order any of the 

items.

Ray Williams, long-time numismatist and 

former president of the New Jersey 

N u m i s m a t i c S o c i e t y w i l l g i v e a 

presentation of the coinage that would 

have been in Washington’s pocket, as well 

as in the pockets of the colonists.

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org


Society Activities

D

A cold snowy winter did not stop work from 

being done at the museum.  The front hallway 

and the dining room were both painted and the 

dining room floor was sanded and repainted by 

Society members John Ostering and Joey 

Lynch.  The dining room curtains were taken 

down and will be replaced by new ones when all 

the work is completed in the house. 

A heating problem was corrected. The first 

floor was not getting warm.  PSE&G was 

finally able to solve and correct the problem.

The portrait of Mrs. Morgan that hung in the  

front parlor had recently begun to deteriorate.  

A digital copy of the portrait was made so the 

the original portrait could be preserved 

properly.  The digital copy was framed and will 

be hung in the museum.

Welcome Our New Members

Ed Christenson

Don Handel

If spring is on the way, can the organic Farm 

Stand be far behind?  John Ostering and his 

committee of farm volunteers have already met 

to start planning for the new season.  Ted Cox 

has generously donated space in one of his 

greenhouses  again this year and planting has 

already begun. When the snow from the fields 

finally disappears, work will begin on preparing 

the fields for planting.  It is  hoped that the 

committee will be able to construct raised beds in 

the large field similar to the ones in the original 

smaller field.  The raised beds help with the weed 

problem that was  prevalent last year.  The 

committee has looked at last year’s sales and 

hope to grow more of the most popular items.  

They are also looking into selling other products 

at the Farm Stand such as  cut flowers grown on 

the farm.  We are looking forward to seeing all of 

you at the Farm Stand this summer!

Goals Committee

President Julie Ostering appointed a Goals 

Committee to prepare a Strategic Action Plan 

in order to address short and long term goals 

for the Society.  The committee members, 

Eileen Bogdanowicz, Cindie Newkirk, Jean 

Jaeger, John Ostering and Julie Ostering met at 

the beginning of February.  Some of the areas  

discussed were increasing membership,  

fundraising. museum upkeep, the garden and 

farm stand and educational programs.  The 

discussion was lively and resulted in many good 

ideas.  Some of the short term goals include  

offering demonstrations and contests at the 

museum to increase awareness  of the work of 

the Society; interactive activities  for children 

during our annual Pumpkin and Apple Sale in 

October; seeking grant opportunities; 

purchasing a new storm door to replace the one 

now on the backdoor; offering classes such as 

honey making and organic gardening.  These 

are just a few of the areas that the Society will 

be working on.  The plan is comprehensive and 

has the purpose of making the Society an even 

more viable organization.

Spring is On the Way

We Need You!!

As you can tell by the articles on this page the 

Society has accomplished a lot and has plans  to 

accomplish even more.  But we need you in 

order to fulfill our goals and make the Historical 

Society an integral part of Cedar Grove.  We 

need your time, your talents and if you can 

afford it, your financial support. Much of what  

has been accomplished has been done by a small 

group of dedicated  volunteers, but the future of 

the Society depends on the involvement of our 

present and future members.  So please think 

about how you can help.  Information on how to 

contact us can be found on page four.

Winter Work at the Museum



Cedar Grove:  Then and Now

The Newark Reservoir in 

Cedar Grove Part 2

Although the construction company, Stewart and 

Abbott , promised to have the reservoir completed 

by December 1, 1902, this was not to be.  Because of 

political haggling, the project was six weeks behind 

schedule before any work had even begun.  By the 

time the contractors were able to get on site the cold 

weather had already set in.  The building of the 

reservoir had some unusual problems.  Most 

reservoirs are built in valleys so that the water can 

flow into the reservoir, but the Newark Reservoir 

was being built near the top of a mountain so that 

the dam had to be built to keep the water out.  The 

construction of dams and pipelines added to the cost 

and construction time of the project.  The opening of 

trenches for the core walls of the dams caused the 

spread of malaria in the campsite.

The contractors had difficulty keeping workers at 

the site.  A camp for the workers was set up because 

of the remote location.  Also at this time the 

Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad was 

elevating its line near Harrison.  This railroad 

project paid better and did not require the workers 

to live on site, drawing many men away from the 

reservoir project.  On top of that, malaria and a 

smallpox scare drove other workers away. A strike of 

the steam drill workers also stopped work for a 

period of time.  The strike was over wages and was 

finally settled so work could continue.  These were 

just some of the factors that delayed the opening of 

t h e r e s e r v o i r u n t i l A u g u s t 1 9 0 5 .

The formal opening of the reservoir was held on 

August 9, 1905.  There were actually two 

ceremonies, one at the reservoir site and the second 

one in Newark.  Many dignitaries from Newark 

were invited to the ceremonies including the 

mayor of Newark at the time, Henry Meade 

Doremus.  The party took the 11:20 Greenwood 

Lake Line  train from Newark to Cedar Grove.  

The purpose of the ceremony in Cedar Grove was 

to turn on the machinery that would send the 

water to the City of Newark.  The reservoir had 

already been filled with water from Pequannock.  

After the water was released, the invited guests sat 

down to a luncheon.  At the luncheon Mayor 

Doremus accepted the reservoir on behalf of the 

City of Newark from the contractors.  Then all 

boarded the 3:04 train and headed back to Newark 

where a ceremony was held testing the efficiency of 

the new high power service.

This July 1905 picture shows the south view of the 
completed reservoir.

Cover of the booklet from the celebration of the 
opening of the reservoir.  The menu is below.
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March 25:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

      “The Money in George Washington’s  Pocket”     

 presented by Ray Williams

April 22:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

         “Fifty Years that Changed the World” 

           presented by  Kent Winterrowd

May 27:  General Meeting  7:30 p.m. in the barn at   

 Morgan’s Farm  

        “Cedar Grove: Traces of Our Past”  

              presented by Jean Jaeger 

End of May:  Farm Stand Opens

May-October:Farm Stand Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

September 23:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

           “Railroads to Caldwell - Part 1”  

            presented by Phil Jaeger

October 28:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

          “Railroads to Caldwell - Part 2” 

               presented by Phil Jaeger

Upcoming Events

If you would like to view this newsletter in 

color just go to our website at 

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

The website is now linked to the Farm Stand 

Facebook page.

Time to Renew Your Membership

Thank you to all of you who have 
already renewed your membership.  If 
you have not done so yet, please do it 
soon.  We are counting on you!

As a cost saving measure, we will no 
longer be mailing membership cards.  
Receiving the Newsletter is your 
reassurance that your membership 
dues have been received.

Thank you for your continuing 
support!

Pictures from the Past

This photo was taken in 1939.  The name  on the gift 

shop sign is “The Jungle.”  Under the picture it states 

that the building was built in 1700, but that is 

unlikely.  Most of the homes built in Cedar Grove in 

the 1700s were made of sandstone that was quarried 

in Little Falls.  The building does have a history 

though.  It was located on the property that later was 

a driving range and now is home to a condo complex.  

During its lifetime it served as a private home, 

perhaps owned by a member of the Canfield family; 

the Pine Cone Tea Room; Colonel’s and Clem’s 

Tavern. In the 1960s the building was intentionally set 

on fire as a practice for the Cedar Grove Fire 

Department.
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