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Between 1439 and 1492, three events:  the 

invention of movable type, the fall of 

Constantinople and Columbus’ voyage of 

discovery, marked the end of the “old world” 

and the beginning of the transition to the 

modern era of human history.  Each of these 

three moments in world history had 

tremendous importance as milestones 

signifying the beginning of the modern world 

as we know it today.

Kent Winterrwold has been an amateur 

historian for twenty years and is currently a 

high school history teacher.

Julie Vincent Ostering became president of the 

Society in January 2015, serving a two year term.  

She moved to Cedar Grove with her family when 

she was five years old.  Some of Julie’s childhood 

memories include skating on Bowden’s Pond, going 

to the town pool and getting ice cream at Taylor’s 

Dairy and Friendlys. Julie  attended Leonard R. 

Parks School  and the then Memorial High School.   

She earned a degree in business at Gettysburg 

College. Her retail career started at JM Towne, 

continued as a buyer at Stern’s and was followed 

by being a buyer/planner at Linen’s N Things.

Julie has been volunteering at Morgan’s Farm for 

many years.  She has served as chairman of the 

Collection Committee, given tours at the museum 

and worked at the Farm Stand.  Julie also finds 

time to work at the Human Needs Pantry in 

Montclair.

A Message from the President

I am honored to serve in an organization that 

promotes our history, preserves the past and 

encourages community involvement.  Many thanks 

to Barbara Young and the late Chris Werndly for 

leading the Society through the last decade.  

Barbara inspired me with her creativity and Chris 

with his love of this town.  I look forward to seeing 

you all at the Farm Stand.  Please consider getting 

involved, and let’s get our membership up by 

spreading the word to family and friends.   
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Society Activities

D

We Need You!!

Do you know how to turn beeswax into candles 

and lotion?  A group of volunteers have been 

working this  winter to create these products to 

sell at the Farm Stand.  If you have expertise in 

this area or are willing to help, please contact 

John Ostering at john_ostering@unitedss.com.

Volunteers are also needed to work at the Farm 

Stand, help in the garden and volunteer in the 

museum.  Please contact Julie Ostering at 

2jvo@comcast.net. 

At the Museum

With the indoor painting completed, the 

museum needed to be put back together.  Many 

pictures and displays  had been packed away 

before the painting began and needed to be 

unpacked and put back on display.

The front hall  with  a new coat of paint.  Some of the 
pictures still  have to be  hung and signage needs to be 
put back in place.

Janet Spong, Rose Marie Partington, Julie 

Ostering, Jeff Kunick and Jean Jaeger put in 

many hours washing glassware, moving artifacts 

and furniture, reassembling displays, hanging 

pictures and cleaning the museum so it would be 

ready to receive visitors again.

Jeff Kunick and Julie  Ostering rehang the 1906 Mueller 
map on the freshly painted dining room wall.

In the Garden

The wait is almost over.  Plants have been 

started in a greenhouse at the Cedar Grove 

Garden Center and the fields are being 

prepared. A dedicated group of garden 

volunteers spent April 10 and 11 building 

raised beds in the newer garden and getting 

everything ready for planting. Hopefully 

Mother Nature has decided to warm us all up 

and the plants can be put in the ground soon.  

The Grand Opening of the Farm Stand will be 

on Saturday, May 30. Look for more 

information about the Grand Opening in the 

May Newsletter.  Can’t you almost taste that 

luscious organic lettuce! 



Cedar Grove:  Then and Now

 Cedar Grove Public  Library

The Cedar Grove Public Library had its beginnings 

in 1910 when a women’s service group known as the 

Fortnightly Club voted to establish a small library.  

The Fortnightly Club was a local women’s service 

organization that had been  organized in 1902 by 

Mrs. A.L. Clark. On January 27, 1910, the club 

voted to take on book circulation as a service 

activity.  The small library they created was housed 

in the Pompton Avenue home of Mrs. Lewis Captain.     

It started with 250 volumes that were donated and 

circulated by club members. In 1920,  the Township 

Committee agreed to give the library $100 to be used 

to buy books and pay a salary to the librarian.

As the Township began to grow, larger quarters 

were needed to house the library. In 1914, it was 

moved to a hallway in  Pompton Avenue School and 

later to an empty classroom.  The Public Hall was its 

next home  followed by the newly constructed Town 

Hall.  When more space was needed for the 

municipal government, the library needed a new 

home. A portion of the pumping station that stood 

behind Town Hall was turned into the  library.  In 

the 1930s Cedar Grove began buying its water from 

Montclair so the pumping station was no longer 

needed and  was remodeled to house the library. 

Mrs. Emiily Currry was appointed director of the 

library on March 15, 1954.  Mrs. Hedwig Del Foss , a 

member of the Fortnightly Club, was honored for 

her thirty-four years of volunteer service to the 

library.

In November 1953, a referendum was put forth to 

the voters in Cedar Grove asking them to respond 

to a question concerning the library being funded 

by the Township. A vote of 1,627 to 547 supported 

the referendum.  In June 1954, in accordance with 

state law, the first Library Board of Trustees was 

appointed.

As the Township grew, the library became too 

small  to accommodate the needs of the community.  

A new library was needed.  Children were 

encouraged to write essays on why the town needed 

a new library.  The winners were to receive a 

transistor radio.  In the summer of 1964, the 

Township approved the construction of a new 

library at the cost of $150,000.  The new library 

was to be built behind the Municipal Building with 

groundbreaking in September of that year.  In the 

next issue of the Newsletter we will continue the 

story of the growth of our library.

P

Library in the redesigned pumping station

Librarian’s desk and shelves in the old library.
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for the 
essay 

contest



 
!"#$%&'%()"&*+,-(%+.$/&0(.+"-1

234564257898

:::;."#$%<%()"=+,-(%+.$/,(.+"-1;(%<

!$>?+"/#@A(%<$>&*(B,"&5&*(C"&(D&-="&A(%<$>&AB,"BC

EF">&-="&-=+%#&0$-B%#$1&(D&-="&C(>-=&D%(C&658&F;C;&(%&G1&

$FF(+>-C">-;

!$//&234564257898&(%&"C$+/&H"$>H$"<"%I(F-(>/+>";>"-&-(&

$%%$><"&$&-(B%&D(%&1(B%&<%(BF;

'">"%$/& A""-+><,& $%"& ="/#& (>& -="& D(B%-=& J"#>",#$1& (D&

0"F-"CG"%K& E.-(G"%K& L"G%B$%1K& A$%.=K& MF%+/& $>#& A$1;& & N="&

C""-+><,& $%"& ="/#& $-& -="& !"#$%& '%()"& O+G%$%1& (>& P(CF-(>&

M)">B"&B>/",,&(-="%:+,"&>(-"#&$>#&G"<+>&$-&3Q4R&F;C;

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&ED?+."%,&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&N%B,-"",&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
P%",+#">-Q&&&&&&&&&&&&&SB/+"&E,-"%+><&&&&&&&&&&T+/"">&U(<#$>(:+.V&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

W+."&P%",+#">-Q&&!+>#+"&X":Y+%Y&&&&&&&N(C&Z+,F">V"%"&&&&

0".%"-$%1Q&&&&&&&&&&&&&S"$>&S$"<"%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&A"%%+/1&O$&0.$/$K&

N%"$,B%"%Q&&&&&&&&&&&[">&!=$>#/"%&&&&&&&&&&&!+>#+"&X":Y+%Y&&&&&

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&[(,"&A$%+"&P$%-+><-(>&&&&&

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&S$>"-&0F(><&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

X":,/"--"%&"#+-(%K&S"$>&S$"<"%K&.$>&G"&%"$.="#&$-&

H"$>H$"<"%I(F-(>/+>";>"-&

!(CC">-,&$>#&,-(%1&,B<<",-+(>,&<%$-"DB//1&$.."F-"#;&&&&&!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

April 22:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

         “Fifty Years that Changed the World” 

           presented by  Kent Winterrowd

May 27:  General Meeting  7:30 p.m.  

        “Cedar Grove: Traces of Our Past”  

              presented by Jean Jaeger 

May 30:  Farm Stand Grand Opening

May-October: Farm Stand

                        Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

September 23:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

           “Railroads to Caldwell - Part 1”  

            presented by Phil Jaeger

October 28:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

          “Railroads to Caldwell - Part 2” 

Upcoming Events

If you would like to view this newsletter in 

color just go to our website at 

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

The website is now linked to the Farm Stand 

Facebook page.

Forgot to Renew Your Membership?

Time is running out, so do so today.
Your membership is important to us!

The Board would be delighted if more 
of our members became involved as 
volunteers.  If you have computer skills, 
display skills, gardening skills or just 
want to help in the many areas where 
we could use assistance, please contact 
us at 2jvo@comcast.net.

Thank you for all your support in the 
past and we  hope to see you at our 
General Meetings and at the Morgan 

Pictures from the Past
Do you like ice cream?  Well if you do, the 

editor hopes the pictures below will bring back 

fond memories  of when you celebrated 

victories, birthdays and other happy occasions 

with an ice cream cone.

How many times 

did you get to go 

to Taylor’s after a 

baseball game?

How many Awful Awfuls 

could you down at one time?

What was your 

favorite Friendly’s 

Sundae?

Help the Monarch butterfly. 

Plant milkweed in your garden.  

Email 2jv0@comcast.net  to 

order your plants. 
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