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April 2013

General Meeting

Wednesday

April 24, 2013

Cedar Grove Public Library

7:30 p.m.

Allen B. Du Mont: 

Television Pioneer

Presented by Phil Jaeger

Phil Jaeger, a Trustee of the Cedar Grove 
Historical Society will present a PowerPoint 

program that traces Allen B. Du Mont’s 
career beginning with his development of a 

durable cathode ray tube in the garage of 
his Cedar Grove home in the early 1930s.  

Later in that decade this innovation enabled 
Du Mont to sell America’s first television 

sets.  In 1944 Du Mont founded television 
station WABD in New York City which soon 

became the flagship station for the Du Mont 
Television Network.  These media outlets 

later served as the foundation for today’s 
Fox Television Network.

Allen B. Du Mont between two of his assistants in 
his Cedar Grove laboratory/garage in 1931.

Antique Car Display Returning to 

Morgan’s Farm

The Cedar Grove Historical Society will be hosting 

an Antique Car Display on Saturday, June 15, from 

11a.m. to 6 p.m. (In case of rain the display will be 

held on Sunday, June 16.)  Many antique cars will 

be on display on the grounds in front of the 

Morgan Museum.  Other attractions will be a train 

display set up by Tony’s Train Town in the upper  

barn and tours of the museum, barn and cemetery.  

Items for sale will be food, drinks, vegetables 

grown on Morgan’s Farm, assorted bird houses and 

signed copies of Historical Society Trustee Phil 

Jaeger’s book, Cedar Grove.  

The car display is open to the public.  

There are no fees to participate, so if 

you or someone you know has an 

antique car they would like to display  

please call 973- 847-1968.

Mark your calendars for June 15 and 

be sure to look for next month’s 

Newsletter with more information 

about what looks to be a fun day for 

all.

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
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The school opened in September 1958 with 424 

students in grades one through seven. The building 

contained 12 classrooms, special purpose rooms and an 

auditorium with a seating capacity for 850 people. The 

school was staffed by Sisters of St. Dominic of 

Caldwell and lay teachers.  An addition containing four 

classrooms and a library was completed in 1965.

Rose Marie Greeley and Thomas William Partington were  

the second couple to be married at the new church.  They 

were married on March 14, 1953.  The first couple had been 

married one week earlier. Rose Marie is a Trustee of the 

Cedar Grove Historical Society.     

In the early  1900s a few Catholic families met every 

Sunday at the corner of  Pompton and Bradford Avenues to 

walk over Bradford Avenue to attend services at St. Cassian 

Church in Upper Montclair. By the mid-1920s the 

Catholics in Cedar Grove attended the new Our Lady of the 

Lake Church in Verona. After World War II a Cedar Grove 

parish was formed, which in 1949 became a mission of Our 

Lady  of the Lake.  The first mass in the parish was 

celebrated in June, 1949, by  Reverend Francis C. Carey, 

assistant pastor of Our Lady of the Lake.  Mass was held at 

the Four Towers on Pompton Avenue and later at the 

Meadowbrook across the street.

In the spring of 1950 the Grissing farm on the corner of 

Bradford and Pompton Avenue became available. Working 

with the Archdiocese of Newark the land was  purchased 

and construction of the new church began in 1951.   St. 

Catherine of Siena Church was completed in the fall of 

1952 and dedicated on December 6 of that year, with Rev. 

Raymond J. Quinn as  pastor.  The old farmhouse on the 

property  served as the rectory.  The present rectory and 

convent were completed in 1961.

Saint Catherine of Siena Church and School

St. Catherine of Siena Church 
as it looked when it was 

completed in 1952

The church as it looks today

The Church

Newlyweds, Rose Marie and Bill 
Partington dance at their 

reception.

The School

Children from the parish were initially bussed to Our 

Lady  of the Lake School in Verona.  In 1957 Father 

Quinn began a fund-raising campaign in order to build a 

new school  adjacent to St. Catherine’s church.  Ground 

was broken for the school in October 1957.

This procession is headed toward the ground-
breaking ceremony for the new St. Catherine of 
Siena School.  The  dignitaries in  the center of the 
picture  are from left to right. Rev. Raymond Quinn, 
pastor; Rev. Charles J. McDonnell, curate; and 
Robert A. Moran, architect.

The school as it appeared towards the 
end of its construction

The school as it appears today



Society Activities

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our web site at 

www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

Fund-Raiser in Progress

During the month of March, members, friends and 

businesses were sent a letter concerning  the Society’s 

fund-raising efforts.  For those of you who have already 

responded, we greatly appreciate your support.  If you have 

not yet responded, we would hope that you would consider 

sending in a tax-deductible contribution today.  A roof 

replacement on part of the house is needed along with some 

repairs to the barn.  Your help  is needed in order for us to 

complete these projects and preserve the Morgan Museum 

for generations to come.  Please send your donation to the 

Cedar Grove Historical Society, 908 Pompton Avenue, 

Cedar Grove, NJ 07009.  Thank you so much for your 

support!

Spring Activities

Now that spring has finally arrived, volunteers at the 

Morgan Museum have been busy preparing the house 

and grounds for visitors.

The Museum is being spruced up with new displays 

and arrangements.  The House Committee has been 

working to make the rooms in the house theme-

oriented and to find ways to display more of the 

Society’s collection.

As the weather warms up and the sleeping gardens 

begin to awaken, the gardeners will be busy.  There are 

plans to plant not only pumpkins in the lower garden, 

but also vegetables that  the Society can sell during the 

summer.

Saturday Tours of the Morgan Museum

In order to give  the community more opportunities to 

visit the Morgan Museum, the Board of Directors has 

voted to open the Museum on the third Saturday of each 

month from 2-4 p.m.  Until now the museum has only 

been open on Wednesday mornings from 10 a.m. until 

noon.  It will continue to be open on Wednesdays with 

the addition of the Saturday openings.  The first 

Saturday  opening will be April 20 and every third 

Saturday  after that.  If you have been to the Museum, 

we hope you will come back and see the changes and 

improvements that have been made.  Volunteers will be 

available to give you a tour or answer your questions.

Hope to see you at the Museum!

At the March meeting of the Historical Society, Cedar 

Grove resident Joe Vallone presented an interesting 

program on the history of flags and Annin Flagmakers.  He 

showed a video that  told the story of Annin Flagmakers 

from their inception in 1847 up until today.  Joe also had a 

large number of flags made my Annin on display.

Do you have a working refrigerator and/or a window fan that

you would like to donate to the Historical Society?

If so, please call Peter Nilan at 973-239-4161

to make arrangements to have the item(s) picked up.

http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
http://www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org
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Upcoming Events

April 20:        Morgan Museum Open

                                           2-4 p.m.

April 24:        General Meeting  7:30 p.m. 

                             Allen B. Du Mont:  

                               Television Pioneer  

May 15            Morgan Museum Open 

                                       2-4 p.m.

May 22:          General Meeting  7:30 p.m.

                           Olmsted’s Anderson Park

                           and How It Helped Shape   

                             Montclair    

 
June 15:          Antique Car Display  

(Rain Date June 16)    

July 20:          Morgan Museum Open

                                     2-4 p.m.

Meet Our Members
by Merrily La Scala

grandchildren.  Tom is very active in the Community Church, is a member of the Little Falls American 

Legion, and is a 50 degree Mason.

This pleasant, always smiling gentleman lends dignity and intelligence to the Board.  The Historical Society 

is thankful for his many years of service.

Help maintain the Morgan Museum.

Send your tax-deductible contribution today!

Did You Know?
According to a 1937 Observer the Cedar Grove Music Association was formed in 

1892.  In 1906 the association met at the home of Samuel Bower to form a band.  

The band practiced every Tuesday night except during July and August when they 

gave concerts on the “schoolhouse green.”  By 1910 the band had 21 members and 

had purchased uniforms to wear.  They performed at the June 1910 carnival held to 

raise money to build the Public Hall.  The band also led the processions for 

Sunday school picnics which started at the Congregational Church and ended at 

the picnic grounds at Dixon’s Grove near today’s Essex County  Environmental 

Center. Professor Harry Baldwin was the first bandleader.

Welcome our New 

Members

Elizabeth &  John Bethune

Mrs. June Barrett

Vicky & Robert Barrett

Brennan McCarthy

Tom Jenkins is a long time member and trustee of the Cedar Grove Historical Society.  He 

moved from Pennsylvania to Clifton and then in 1953 to Cedar Grove.  Tom worked for 33 

years as an engineer in the Research and Development Department at Singer-Kearfott.

Tom has led an interesting life. After graduation from the Merchant Marine Academy, he 

went to sea and sailed around the world for seven years, celebrating his 21st birthday in 

Yokohama.  He was married to Frances, a nursery school teacher at the Community Church, 

for 57 years before her passing last year.  Tom has one son, a retired Army Colonel, and two
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