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General Meeting 

February 24, 2016

Cedar Grove Public Library

7:30 p.m.

New Jersey’s Lighthouses 

and 

Life-Saving Stations

Presented by David Veasey

At one time New Jersey had 39 lighthouses  of 

which only 19 remain.  David Veasey’s 

illustrated talk  will focus on facts and 

anecdotes about the 19 remaining structures.  

The nation’s oldest lighthouse, built in 1764, 

is still in operation at Sandy Hook.

David Veasey is a life-long resident of New 

Jersey whose long-time interest in the state’s 

history and architecture include an interest in 

lighthouses and life-saving stations. He has 

written a book entitled Guarding New Jerseys 

Shore Lighthouses and Life-Saving Stations. 

Mr. Veasey grew up in Chatham, graduated 

from Drew University, and received a 

Master’s Degree from New York University.

A Message from the President

We enjoyed a busy year, especially 
with the success of the Farm Stand 
which was held every Saturday 
from June through October.  It’s 
amazing to think that farming is 
actually happening here again and 
that our customers have really 
embraced it.  Thank you to John 
Ostering who is the driving force. I 
think he is Courtenay Morgan 
reincarnated!   Special thanks to my 
fellow board members for  helping 
me at the stand and giving tours 
each week ~ Jean Jaeger, Janet 
Spong, Rose Marie Partington, 
C i n d i e N e w k i r k , E i l e e n 
Bogdanowicz, Merrily La Scala and 
Tom Dispenzere.  And a thank you 
to Jeff Kunick also.  

This project provides local healthy 
food, raises funds for the society and 
brings people to the museum.  And 
that’s what we want-people!  Come 
see the museum, come volunteer, 
come tell us your stories, come enjoy 
our great monthly programs.  We 
welcome all and look forward to 
seeing you.

Thanks for all your support and best 
wishes for a happy 2016~

Julie Ostering
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Society Activities

D

Time to Renew Your Membership
By now you have received your membership 

renewal form in the mail.  Membership Chair 

Eileen Bogdanowicz mails the forms promptly 

each January 1.  You are important to us and 

we hope that you will renew soon.  If you have 

already done so we thank you!

Your membership in the Cedar Grove 

Historical Society helps to preserve the history 

of our town.  It also helps to preserve the 

Morgan Museum and provides us with  the 

ability to present interesting historical 

programs six times a year. In return you receive 

the Newsletter that keeps you abreast of the 

Society’s  activities, contains articles about the 

history of Cedar Grove and lists our upcoming 

programs.

If you have the time, we can always use 

volunteers to help in the Museum, work in the 

organic garden, or help man the farm stand in 

the summer.  We would love to see more of our 

members attend our meetings and activities.

Holiday Open House a Big Success

The Cedar Grove Historical Society’s Annual 

Holiday Open House was held on Sunday, 

December 6.   The museum was also open on 

Saturday, December, 5 for the Essex County 

Historical House Tour which was held both 

Saturday and Sunday.

Thank you 
to Coqui 
Designs 

located on 
Pompton 
Avenue in 

Cedar Grove 
for 

providing us 
with some 

very special 
decorations.

Besides the lovely decorations, our guests were 

also entertained with music provided by  Cedar 

Grove High School choral students under the 

direction of teacher Jennifer Jessen-Foose and 

organ music played on our antique organ by 

Society member Jeff Kunick.

Cedar 
Grove High 

School  
students 
serenade 
out guests 

with holiday 
music.

Tours of the museum were conducted by 

members of the Board of Directors on both 

Saturday and Sunday.  And of course there were 

refreshments!  Delicious holiday treats were 

provided by members and friends.  A good time 

was had by all.  We hope to see all of our 

members and friends at our celebration next 

year.

Organic Farm Update
The warm December weather allowed the 

volunteers to clean up the gardens and prepare 

them for the next planting season including  

remineralization of all the vegetable beds with a 

product that brings 70 minerals back into the 

soil.  This will increase the nutrition density and 

flavors of all our produce.  This  was made 

possible by a $5,000 grant from Partners for 

Health.  New additions to our produce line will 

be rhubarb and asparagus, both of which were 

planted this fall.

Starting in March the Boy Scouts will build ten 

new beds as part of Luke Tufaro’s Eagle Scout 

project.  These beds will be part of the 30 beds 

that will be added to the garden.  The 

additional beds will be built by our volunteers 

with the help of 25 new student member 

volunteers from Cedar Grove High School.



Cedar Grove:  Then and Now

 The Peckman River and Its Mills

The Mills

The Bowden Cotton Mill

Circa 1770, Richard and Thomas Van Riper built a 

small turning mill on Little Falls Road.  A turning 

mill or tournery is used  for shaping solid material 

such as wood into usable forms.  The miller used 

lathes and chisels in order to create such items as 

chairs, butter paddles, wheel spokes and other 

wooden objects used in that period.

,
John Bowden was from Manchester, England, where 

his family owned cotton mills. He came to the United 

States around 1817 and soon after purchased land on  

the Peckman River.  In 1826 he purchased the 

turning mill from the Van Riper family along with 

the Van Riper homestead on Love Lane, now known 

as Bowden Road. 

Mr. Bowden enlarged the mill  and added machinery 

in order to make cotton batting.  In order to run the 

machinery, water power was needed so  Mr. Bowden  

created three millponds by damming the Peckman 

River.  Starting in 1872, raw cotton was shipped via 

the Montclair Railway to the Little Falls railroad 

station and then transported to the mill in Cedar 

Grove by horse and wagon.  Eventually the cotton 

was shipped to a small railroad station just east of 

Little Falls Road located on property owned by the 

Bowdens.  The raw cotton was spun into yarn and 

used to make mop heads, batting for blankets and 

mattresses and for ship caulking.  

When John Bowden died in 1857 at the age of 67, 

his sons Anthony and William continued running 

the mill, with Anthony purchasing more land along 

the Peckman River. A third generation of Bowdens, 

William and Lewis, eventually  took over the 

operation.  Lewis, who was Cedar Grove’s first 

mayor, died in 1937.  William was the last Bowden  

to run the mill which was torn down in 1942.  In 

1951 William donated the Bowden property along 

the Peckman River to the Township of Cedar 

Grove  in memory of his nephew, Elmer Bowden  

Taylor, who had died in World War I.  Bowden’s 

Pond was used for ice skating while the mill was 

still in existence and continued to  be used when the 

Township took over the property.  Eventually the 

pond was filled in and tennis courts were built 

where the millpond once was.  Today, Cedar 

Grove’s  recycling center is where the mill was and 

with the tennis courts and the basketball  courts 

makes up Elmer Bowden Taylor Memorial Park.



 
!"#$%&'%()"&*+,-(%+.$/&0(.+"-1

234564257898

:::;."#$%<%()"=+,-(%+.$/,(.+"-1;(%<

!$>?+"/#@A(%<$>&*(B,"&5&*(C"&(D&-="&A(%<$>&AB,"BC

EF">&G1&$FF(+>-C">-;

!$//&234564257898&(%&"C$+/&H"$>H$"<"%I(F-(>/+>";>"-&-(&

$%%$><"&$>&+>#+)+#B$/&-(B%&(%&<%(BF&-(B%;

'">"%$/& A""-+><,& $%"& ="/#& (>& -="& D(B%-=& J"#>",#$1& (D&

0"F-"CG"%K& E.-(G"%K& L"G%B$%1K& A$%.=K& MF%+/& $>#& A$1;& & N="&

C""-+><,& $%"& ="/#& $-& -="& !"#$%& '%()"& O+G%$%1& (>& P(CF-(>&

M)">B"&B>/",,&(-="%:+,"&>(-"#&$>#&G"<+>&$-&3Q4R&F;C;

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&ED?+."%,&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&N%B,-"",&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
P%",+#">-Q&&&&&&&&&&&&&SB/+"&E,-"%+><&&&&&&&&&&T+/"">&U(<#$>(:+.V&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

W+."&P%",+#">-Q&&!+>#+"&X":Y+%Y&&&&&&&A"%%+/1&O$&0.$/$&&&&

0".%"-$%1Q&&&&&&&&&&&&&S"$>&S$"<"%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&P"-"%&X+/$>&

N%"$,B%"%Q&&&&&&&&&&&N(C&Z+,F">V"%"&&&&&&[(,"&A$%+"&P$%-+><-(>&&&&&

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&S$>"-&0F(><&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

X":,/"--"%&"#+-(%K&S"$>&S$"<"%K&.$>&G"&%"$.="#&$-&

H"$>H$"<"%I(F-(>/+>";>"-&

!(CC">-,&$>#&,-(%1&,B<<",-+(>,&<%$-"DB//1&$.."F-"#;&&&&&!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

                   
February 24:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

“New Jersey Lighthouses and 

      Life-Saving Stations”

      Presented by David Veasey

March 23:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

     “The History of Baseball in New Jersey”

             Presented by John Zinn

April 27:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

                     “Albert Einstein”

            Presented by Mark Simmons

May 25:  General Meeting  7:30 p.m.

           “Cedar Grove Then and Now”

               Presented by Jean Jaeger

September 28:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.

“History and Mysteries of 

 Mills Reservation”

Presented by Helen Fallon

October 26:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m.      

“Notable Restaurants and 

            Their  Historic Origins” 

 Presented by Phil Jaeger 

Upcoming Events

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our website at www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org.

The website is now linked to the Farm Stand Facebook page.

Meet Our New Members

Dorothy Goeller

Renew your 
Membership.

Invite a friend to join 
with you!!

Did You Know?

John R. MacArthur owned a home on the west side of 

Ridge Road near its intersection with Pompton 

Avenue. Mr. MacArthur owned MacArthur Brothers 

Construction Company which built the Catskill 

Reservoir in the early 1900s.  There were five 

bungalows on MacArthur’s vast property that were 

used by children from New York City each summer 

for a “fresh air benefit.”     Mr. MacArthur donated 

his 1909 Thomas Flyer touring car to the Cedar Grove 

Fire Company #1 in 1914.    The chassis of the car was 

removed and replaced with fire  fighting equipment to 

become Cedar Grove’s first motorized fire truck.  The 

Mac Arthur home was destroyed by fire on April 14, 

1944.
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