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If a meeting is cancelled, there will be a recorded message at 973-239-5414.

 April 2017

General Meeting 
April 26, 2017 

Robert J. O’Toole  
Community Center 

199 Fairview Avenue, Cedar Grove 
7:30 p.m. 

“Overbrook” 
presented by Phil Jaeger 

Join the Cedar Grove Historical Society on 
Wednesday, April 26, when local historian and 
author Phil Jaeger will present a PowerPoint 
program entitled “Overbrook.”  The program 
will be presented in the new Robert J. O’Toole 
Community Center which was built on the 
grounds of the hospital.  The presentation 
begins with the opening of Overbrook in 1898 
and ends with what is there today.  Jaeger will 
discuss the early years of the hospital, the 
expansion in the 1900s, daily operations, patient 
activities, dairy operations and the reasons for 
the hospital’s demise. 

 There will be a short business meeting before 
the presentation. 

Visit the Historical Society’s Table  
at the Verona Green Fair

The  Cedar  Grove  Historical  Societ y will  participate 
again this year at Verona’s Green Fair.  This third 
annual Green Fair which is sponsored by Sustainable 
Verona and the Township of Verona   will take place 
at the Verona Civic Center,  800 Bloomfield Avenue, 
Verona,  Saturday May 20,  from 11 a.m.  t o 4 p.m.  
The rain date will be Sunday, May 21.  The fair will 
feature many different kinds of  vendors;  exhibitions 
and demonstrations; children’s events; health, wellness 
and  nutrit ion  information;  speakers;  live  music; 
various local food vendors; fresh organic produce and 
much, much more.

The  Cedar  Grove  Historical  Society  wil l be  selling 
basils  (lemon,  lime,  sweet  and  plain)  dill,  thyme, 
parsley,  sage ,  tomat o,  pepper,  eggplant,  and 
strawberry plants in four-inch pots.  Local honey will 
also be available.

Hope to See You There!
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Society Activities

D

The Planting Has Begun What’s New at the Farm 
Stand this Year?The planting of  seeds for the new growing 

season at Morgan’s Farm began on March 3 
in a greenhouse at the Cedar Grove Garden 
Center.  John Ostering and his dedicated 
troop of  volunteers spent several weekends 
planting seeds so the plants would be ready 
when the weather  allows them to be planted 
in the ground.

Besides your old favorites there will be some 
new vegetables available this year.  Look for 
asparagus, new types of  lettuce, cauliflower, 
celery, endive, fava beans and the return of  
snap peas.   

Honey, jams and other items will also be 
available.

Society Offers Two 
Scholarships

The Cedar Grove Historical Society will present two 
scholarships in memory of its founder, Leslie 
Jacobus, to two deserving graduating seniors from 
Cedar Grove.  Seniors who attend Cedar Grove High 
School may pick up an application at the Guidance 
Office.  Those students who live in Cedar Grove but 
attend another high school can pick up an 
application at the Cedar Grove Library or email 
jeanjaeger@optonline.net.  All applications must be 
received by April 21.  Cedar Grove High School 
students may return their applications to the 
Guidance Office. Students attending other schools 
may send their applications to the email address 
above or to the Cedar Grove Historical Society/Jean 
Jaeger, P.O. Box 461, Cedar Grove, NJ 07009. 

 

Volunteers hard at work

A job well done!

When the Farm Stand opens on Saturday, May 
27, you will find some new items for sale. Our 
newest project is growing cut flowers.  Beds 
of  dahlias, sunflowers, zinnias, larkspur, and 
assorted cut flowers have been planted.
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Cedar Grove:  Then and Now 

Ridge Road 

 

 

Roads 

 

The road was eventually paved with concrete and 
was then reconstructed in 1960.  The Gulick Bridge 
was piped and the Taylor Brook was straightened 
and piped from the west side of the road to the east 
side of the road.  This allowed the removal of the 
two sandstone bridges that had crossed Ridge Road.  
The $330,308 reconstruction consisted of pouring 
hot mixed bituminous concrete on new or salvaged 
stone fifty feet wide, concrete curbs, drainage,  and 
laying a concrete sidewalk on the west side of the 
road.  Ridge Road is 2.04 miles  long through Cedar 
Grove from Pompton Avenue to the Little Falls 
border. 

  

One of the first farms built on Ridge Road was 
the Vreeland farm which later became Taylor’s 
Dairy.  The original homestead was built in the 
1700s and still exists today.  Long gone is the 
blacksmith’s shop at the corner of Bradford 
Avenue and Ridge Road which later  became 
“Cheap John”s” gas station.  The station was 
razed in the late 1900s and private residences 
were built on the site.  Another establishment that  
gave way to residential development is the Fresh 
Air camp run by John R. MacArthur.   His 
property on the western side of Ridge Road near 
Pompton Avenue not only included his home but 
also bungalows used in  the summer by children 
from New York City.  MacArthur’s residence was 
destroyed by fire in 1944. 

Ridge Road was one of the first public roads in 
Cedar Grove.  Originally called the “Old Road” 
Ridge Road was laid out in the early 1700s and 
relaid in 1863 with a width of two-and-one-half rods 
.  The existence of  two brooks, Taylor’s Brook and 
Gulick Brook both of which eventually emptied into 
the Peckman River, made the area ideal for farmers 
to settle.  One might conjecture that the original 
path might have been created by the Lenape Indians 
as they traveled beside the brooks.  In its beginning 
Ridge Road was a dirt road. In 1901 the road was 
taken over by the Essex County Road System and in 
1902 the County Board of Freeholders awarded 
Francis Marley a contract for $13,857 to lay a 
Telford Road.  This entailed digging a large trench 
in which a rock foundation was then set. The road 
surface consisted of broken stones.

Undated photograph of the road before  
it was paved

Judging by the car in the photograph this 
picture was probably taken in the 1930s.  It is 
looking west towards Little Falls with the 
embankment for the reservoir seen on the 
right.

A 1940s view of Taylor’s Dairy  
Ridge Road can be seen between the fence and the 

dairy.
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Can?ield/Morgan	House	-	Home	of	the	Morgan	Museum	
Open	by	appointment.	

Call	973-239-5414	or	email	jeanjaeger@optonline.net	to	
arrange	an	individual	tour	or	group	tour.	

General	 Meetings	 are	 held	 on	 the	 fourth	 Wednesday	 of	
September,	 October,	 February,	 March,	 April	 and	 May.	 	 The	
meetings	 are	 held	 at	 the	 Cedar	 Grove	 Library	 on	 Pompton	
Avenue	unless	otherwise	noted	and	begin	at	7:30	p.m.	

																								Of?icers																																											Trustees																																																																												
President:													Julie	Ostering										Eileen	Bogdanowicz																			
Vice	President:		Cindie	Newkirk							Merrily	La	Scala					
Secretary:													Jean	Jaeger																Rose	Marie	Partington	
Treasurer:											Tom	Dispenzere						Janet	Spong					
																																																																																																		

Newsletter	editor,	Jean	Jaeger,	can	be	reached	at	
jeanjaeger@optonline.net		

Comments	and	story	suggestions	gratefully	accepted.																									

April 20:  Verona Green Fair   
Verona Civic Center  11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Cedar Grove Historical Society will be selling 
plants and honey at the Fair 

April 26:  General Meeting  7:30 p.m. 
                           “Overbrook”  

Presented by Phil Jaeger 
                                  at the  
         Robert J. O’Toole Community Center 

199 Fairview Avenue, Cedar Grove 

May 24:  General Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
                 “The Canfield/Morgan Farm” 

   Presented by Jean Jaeger 
    May 27: Farm Stand Opens  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.   

Open Saturdays until the end of October  

Upcoming Events

If you would like to view this newsletter in color just go to our website at www.cedargrovehistoricalsociety.org. 
Visit our Farm Stand Facebook page at www.facebook.com/MorgansFarmStand. 

                                     

Museum Hours
Winter Hours: Wednesdays 3 p.m.  -  5 p.m. or 

             by appointment
The end of May until the end of October:

Saturdays 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Group tours always welcome

For an appointment email 2JVO@comcast.net
 or jeanjaeger@optonline.net 

or leave a message at 973-239-5414

Have you renewed your  
2017 Membership? 

If you have, Thank You!  
You are important to us. 

If you have not, do it now!  
We will miss you if you do not renew.

Did You Know...
what was happening in Cedar Grove in 1946?  
The following are items from the local 
newspaper, The Observer, from that year.  The 
Observer was produced by local high school 
students. 

1. The Township tax rate was $4.12. 
2. The War Memorial Fund, Inc. was started. 
3. The Athletic Club made a come-back.  
4. A Community 4th of July celebration was  held 

by the War Memorial Fund, Inc. 
5. Fifteen students graduated from Bloomfield 

High School. 
6. Local women baked cookies for the soldiers at 

Camp Kilmer Hospital. 
7. Emergency housing for veterans was 

approved. 
8. The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post was 

organized with Albert Dick as Commander. 
9. Union Congregational Church voted to secede 

from the parent body.  This met with 
opposition from some of the Church members. 

10. A school page was introduced in The Observer 
as the paper expanded to six pages.
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